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BEYOND THE
SURFACE

Have you ever put on a fake smile or been “politically correct” to 
avoid conflict? We’ve all been in that moment when a person was 
“being nice” to us, but it didn’t feel nice. As we begin a new school 
year, let’s commit to going deeper than simply being nice to one 
another. Our theme verse for this series will be Galatians 5:22-23.

SUNDAY, SEPT 6
Ephesians 4:29-32 

SUNDAY, SEPT 13
John 15:1-11

SUNDAY, SEPT 20 
Philippians 4:4-9

SUNDAY, SEPT 27 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
We’ve probably all been admonished at some point in our lives to “be nice.” Parents, 
grandparents, teachers, and others hear our words or view our actions that are not nice, 
and they speak up: “Be nice.”

But have you ever received the advice to “stop being nice?” Probably not. Hearing that 
message, “stop being nice,” sounds so contrary to how we should be living. It feels like 
the opposite of what Jesus tried to teach us.

So, why is our next sermon series encouraging us to “stop being nice?”

We’ve probably all put on a fake smile or been “politically correct” to avoid conflict. We’ve 
all been in that moment when a person was “being nice” to us, but it didn’t feel nice. As 

we begin a new school year, let’s commit to going deeper than simply being nice to one another. Our theme verse 
for this series will be Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against things like this.”

September 6: Be Kind (Ephesians 4:29-32) Being nice and being kind are two different things. Being nice comes 
across on the surface, but kindness comes out of the depths of our hearts. To be kind is a reflection of God’s action.

September 13: Be Joyful (John 15:1-11) There is a difference between happiness and joy. Happiness tends 
to happen to us, while joy is a choice we make and a way of being in the world. While happiness is based on 
circumstances; joy is an assurance of God with us.

September 20: Be Peaceful (Philippians 4:4-9) Peace is not the absence of conflict. Biblical peace stems from 
shalom, finding harmony between people. We are called to be peacemakers in a divided world. Peace is an action 
which requires us to seek justice and harmony.

September 27: Be Loving (1 Corinthians 13:1-13) Love sounds like a mushy, fluffy word; but real love is anything but 
touchy-feely. While the Bible’s famous passage about love (1 Corinthians 13) may be read often at weddings, the
writer was really trying to capture the depth and struggle to love fully. We’ll wrap up “Stop Being Nice” by doing the 
hard work of really loving others.

Join us for worship on Sunday mornings in September. Remember, we return to our 2-service schedule on 
September 6 – 9:00am (traditional) and 10:30am (contemporary) – in person and online. Remember, also, that ALL 
are welcome, so bring a friend or two as we learn to “stop being nice” and instead practice being more kind, joyful, 
peaceful, and loving.

See You In Church!

Pastor Chad
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announcements

United Women in Faith
United Women in Faith (UWF) brings women together in God’s love and sisterhood to support women, children, 
and youth; work for justice; and strengthen our communities. There are many flexible ways to get involved, grow 
spiritually, live out your faith, and make a difference.

Janet Ewing invites you to join her at these two upcoming events! She will even reimburse half of your registration 
fee for the River Bluffs Gathering when you attend with her. Questions? Contact Janet at 952-431-7751. 

River Bluffs Area Annual Fall Gathering

Saturday, September 12, 2026
Fairmount United Methodist Church
1523 Fairmount Ave., St. Paul

The day begins with registration, coffee, resource tables, and displays at 8:45 a.m., followed by the gathering at 9:30 
a.m.

Morning speaker Shawna Nelsen-Wills will share updates about Emma Norton 
Services and The Living Room, followed by a recap of Assembly 2026. The afternoon 
will feature a Soul Care Sampler with Lectio Divina, Coloring to Music, and 
Snowflake Meditation, along with a hymn sing. The day will close with a Service of 
Remembrance at 2:30 p.m.

Registration fee: $20, including lunch
Registration deadline: September 6

For registration questions, contact Sandy at 952-270-1157 or regmnumw@gmail.com. Checks should be made 
payable to River Bluffs Area UWFaith and mailed to Jane Baker, 727 Hi Park, Red Wing, MN 55066. Online 
registration is also available.
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Donations for Emma Norton Services
Please bring new or gently used items to the River Bluffs Gathering:
•	 Kitchen: pots and pans, coffee makers, kitchen scissors, baking sheets, cooking utensils, food-storage 

containers
•	 Household: box or oscillating fans, queen sheets, mattress covers, comforters, towels, garbage bins, folding 

chairs and tables
•	 Cleaning supplies: brooms and dustpans, laundry detergent/pods, glass cleaner, sponges, dish soap, 

disinfectant wipes, paper towels, garbage bags
•	 Winter coats: Emma Norton especially needs good winter coats for its October distribution.

Emma Norton serves people of all genders. Most personal-care and décor donations tend to be feminine, so please 
consider donating gender-neutral and masculine items as well to help meet the needs of all clients.

Minnesota Conference Annual Gathering
Saturday, October 10, 2026 | 9:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m.
Camphor Memorial UMC
585 Fuller Ave., St. Paul

Registration fee: $25
Registration deadline: September 18, 2026

Find United Women in Faith Online
United Women in Faith: uwfaith.org
Facebook: Facebook.com/uwomenfaith
Instagram: Instagram.com/uwomenfaith
Minnesota UWF: uwfaithmn.com
Minnesota UWF Facebook Group: Facebook.com/groups/127497622121/

The Minnesota UWF Facebook group is open to members and anyone interested 
in UWF. Follow the link and select “Join the Group” to receive updates in your 
newsfeed.

announcements

THANK YOU, JANET EWING! HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
Joyce Sauter & Marcy Zauner are this year’s Holiday 
Bazaar leaders! Please join us in thanking Janet Ewing 
for her many years of hard work and leadership in 
making the Bazaar such a successful and fun event.

We want to hear from you! Joyce & Marcy welcome 
your ideas, feedback, and suggestions! Stop by the 
Holiday Bazaar table at Kick Off Sunday — September 13!

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Monday, September 14
Richard Sievert will be 90.
14191 Autumnwood Way
Rosemount, MN 55068
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announcements
MISSION TRIP TO JAMAICA

Have you ever thought about taking a mission trip? This is 
a great opportunity to serve in Jamaica and experience the 
life-changing impact of a mission trip. Several members of 
The Well UMC have traveled to Jamaica in the past, serving at 
Ebenezer and on a variety of other projects.

Lori McBride, O.C. Ministries Director, has additional 
information about the trip and the different opportunities to 
serve. While some of the work involves construction, there 
are also other ways to participate for those who may not be 
comfortable with construction work.

A previous work team from The Well UMC served at Ebenezer 
in 2009, with projects that included:
•	 Teaching in the Basic (Preschool) School
•	 Painting
•	 General maintenance
•	 Building construction

The upcoming mission trip is scheduled for January 5–12, 
2027, with a registration deadline of September 30, 2026. 
A passport is required.

Click here for more information about this opportunity. To learn even more about participating on a team, 
please contact Lori McBride, Executive Director, OC Ministries Minnesota at director@ocministriesmn.org  
or 651-208-9000.

COLLECT SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 360 COMMUNITIES RESOURCE CENTER
Help support local students and families! The Missions Team is collecting much-needed items for 360 Communities 
Resource Center, including:
•	 Backpacks
•	 Markers
•	 Colored pencils
•	 Elmer’s glue
•	 Pens
•	 Paper
•	 Notebooks

As we look ahead to fall, we’re also hoping to collect coats to help keep our neighbors warm this winter.

Please drop off donations at The Well. Thank you for helping make a difference in our community!

Issue #9September 2026

Page 5Monthly Newsletter of The Well

https://thewellmn-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/ejirele_thewellmn_church/IQDyTsu0gIa7R7bIaZcSeWdqAS9tholFzq3ttrPfcCPAKc0?e=OH4S7B
mailto:director%40ocministriesmn.org?subject=


announcements
A/V Enhancements at The Well

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

To support this project, please include “Tech Campaign” in the memo line of your check or 
online giving.

exacerbated
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online giving. 

• –

• 
• 
• 

 

 

 

Item / Scope of Work Cost 

Total Project Investment $14,916.60

To support this project, please include “Tech Campaign” in the memo line of your check or 
online giving at https://secure.myvanco.com/YM6W/campaign/C-YZ31 

Item / Scope of Work Cost 

Total Project Investment $14,916.60

To support this project, please include “Tech Campaign” in the memo line of your check or 
online giving at https://secure.myvanco.com/YM6W/campaign/C-YZ31 
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upcoming events

YOU'RE INVITED!
Fall Kickoff Sunday at The Well

September 13  |  10:00 AM – 12:30 PM

Looking for community, connection, or a fresh start this fall?
 Come see what The Well is all about!

Whether you've been coming to The Well, a UMC for years or are visiting 
for the first time, Kickoff Sunday is a great chance to connect with others 

and learn about what's happening this fall.

What to Expect:
Over 30 Small Groups to check out. Find your people and your passions.
Family-Friendly Fun: Scavenger Hunt, crafts, trivia, games, interactive
booths, and prizes!
FREE Food and great conversations in the Fellowship Hall.
Worship Options at 9:00 (traditional) & 10:30 AM (contemporary) if you’re
curious to see what a service at The Well, a UMC feels like.
Door Prize Drawing at 12:15 PM (do not need to be present to win)

Come as you are. Bring a friend. Everyone’s welcome.
Got questions? Reach out to info@thewellmn.church

14770 Canada Ave. W, Rosemount, MN 55068 | 651-423-2475
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upcoming events

Saturday, November 21st
9 am - 2 pm

JOIN US FOR A

Quilts
Crafts

Gift Baskets

Bake Shop
includes

gluten-free items
Lefse

Coffee Shop
Open 9-10:30

Fresh baked Cinnamon
and Pecan Rolls

The Traditional Soup Luncheon will be held 11 am - 1:30 pm.
A variety of homemade pie slices will be available.

The Well, a United Methodist Church
14770 Canada Ave W, Rosemount, MN

Vendors
Decor items, wearables (e.g. hats, mittens), wood crafts,

Christmas baked goods, skin care/cosmetics,
cleaning products, & other gift items! (Located in the FLC)

Church-made Canned Goods
Beet Pickles, Colorado Peach Jam, 

Green Jalapeño Jelly, Raspberry Jalapeño Jam, 
Crab Apple Butter, Raspberry Jam

Holiday Bazaar
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ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers will meet on 
Monday, September 28 (4th Monday), 
at 5:30pm in the narthex library 
area of The Well to discuss the book 
“Detective Aunty” by Uzma Jalaluddin.   
New book club members are welcome!

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

THE PIECEMAKERS 
All are welcome to join the Piecemakers who continue to 
meet in the Fellowship Hall every Wednesday,  9-noon. We 
enjoy fellowship, coffee, and a delicious treat at 10:30. 
Each week members tie a quilt and hand-stitch a quilt. No 
sewing experience is necessary. 

In August, The Well Piecemakers held a “quilting bee” at 
the Dakota County Fair.  Above is a picture of some of the 
quilters who worked on a quilt.

Contact DeeAnn Reihsen, deereihsen@gmail.com.

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 PM. Our September meeting will be 
Monday, September 21,in room D120. Group focus: This group shares a devotional time, fellowship, and service 
projects for God’s Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com

JOIN THE MUSIC MINISTRY THIS FALL!
August is here and it’s time to start thinking about how to 
get involved with the music ministry at The Well.   

The Chancel Choir rehearses weekly on Wednesdays 
at 7pm and sings weekly in the 9am traditional 
service. Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 
9th.  New singers (High School aged and beyond) are 
welcome.  

The Chancel Bell Choir would love to have you join us as 
we share our music in the 9am services monthly.    Bell 
Choir will rehearse Tuesdays (new day) at 7pm with a first 
meeting on September 8th.  New ringers (High School aged 
and beyond) are welcome.  No experience necessary! 

Contact Natalie Olsen nolsen@thewellmn.church if you 
have questions or would like to be a part of enhancing our 
worship services through music!

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will meet on 
Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30 PM 
at The Well to discuss the book ‘Theo 
Of Golden’ byAllen Levi. New members 
welcome!
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at 
2:30 PM for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join 
in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship. We will 
not meet if raining or if the heat is above 90 
degrees.

Sept 6: Shannon Park Elementary, Rosemount 
Sept 13: Thomas Lake Park, Eagan
Sept 20: Parkview Elementary, Rosemount 
Sept 27: Innisfree Park, Rosemount 

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC 
Facebook Page. To get email updates, contact 
Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&
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kids, youth and family ministries
THE CONFIRMATION JOURNEY AT THE WELL
Confirmation is an intentional journey of faith exploration. It 
is a stage on a lifelong faith journey, not the beginning nor 
the culmination of it.

Beginning this school year, Confirmation will be offered to 
any youth in grades 8-12 who have not yet been confirmed. 
Families choose the right time for them and their youth 
to engage in a six-session journey to ask questions of the 
faith, seek answers and learn a system in which they can 
continue to ask and answer questions of the faith as they 
grow as faithful disciples of Jesus.

Confirmation is a part of a holistic approach to youth ministry at The Well. Youth are going to have their fullest 
experience if they engage in worship and in the age-appropriate youth group for them before, during and after their 
Confirmation journey. Families are asked to prioritize weekly worship attendance and youth group participation, 
especially during the season of the Confirmation journey. We also encourage participation in opportunities to serve 
others, before, during or after the Confirmation journey. These experiences profoundly shape youth and the adults 
who join them.

An Introductory Meeting for Confirmation students and parents will be held on Sunday, September 27 at 11:30am 
in the Fellowship Hall. At this meeting we will discuss the Confirmation Journey, share family information, introduce 
the Wesleyan Quadrilateral as a tool of faith exploration and the foundation of this Confirmation Journey, and have 
conversation about scheduling future sessions. This session will last approximately one hour.

If you know you will be participating in Confirmation this year, or if you have any questions, please notify Pastor Chad 
by phone/text (952-356-4616) or email (cgilbertson@thewellmn.church).

PPP - PAUSE TO PRAY FOR THE PRESCHOOL  
(GDK & LONDON BRIDGE)
Please take a moment to pray for the students, families, teachers & staff for a 
safe and successful new school year.

Tues, Sept 8th & Wed, Sept 9th – First days of school for GDK students
Friday, Sept 11th – First day of London Bridge

 Prayers are appreciated anytime on these days and throughout the school year!

HELP US GROW!
One of the best ways to help our church thrive is by inviting others in. This month, consider:
•	 Inviting a friend or neighbor to worship—a friend, neighbor, coworker, or family member who might be looking for 

connection or a fresh start.
•	 Spreading the word about our amazing GDK Preschool —helps our young children grow in knowledge, creativity, 

and kindness, all in a nurturing, faith-based environment.
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financial report
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

POSITION VACANT
Youth Ministries Coordinator

Natalie Olsen
Intirim Choir Director
nolsen@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson 
Lead Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Director of GDK Preschool, 
x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children’s Ministries,
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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