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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

There is a legend from the days of King Arthur, that after bringing peace to Britain,
he called his leaders to the castle for a celebratory feast. As these leaders entered
the dining hall, they eyed the table. It was clear where Arthur would be sitting, and
leaders rushed to claim the seats of prominence - at Arthur’s right and his left. |
picture the scene like | remember games of musical chairs as a kid: the music stops
and everyone clamors for a chair.

The legend, as it is told, explained that the attempts to sit closest to the King were
| «#% so extreme that they resulted in bloodshed! (Ironic, don’t you think, considering they
% were celebrating their peacemaking success!)

King Arthur, wanting to solve this dilemma, called on his trusty magician, Merlin. Merlin came up with an idea:
a round table. At this round table, there would be room for all, and nobody had a preferential seat. All were
equally able to see and interact with the King.

In the Gospels, we find Jesus sharing meals with people. And while the pictures I've seen (which are really
artist’s interpretations of how they imagine a scene looked) more often show the kind of table where Jesus sits
at the head and folks beg to be seated at his right and his left (see Mark 10:35-37), | have always imagined
Jesus as more of a “round table” kind of person.
Jesus always made space
Jesus always included, especially those others sought to exclude
Jesus always demonstrated radical hospitality
Jesus’ call to us is to do likewise-be a “round table” kind of person. Ask yourself, “Who is not at the table...
and invite them.” Make space for diversity and be prepared to offer a warm welcome to any and all who come

to the table.

As we do this, our eyes will be opened. We will see Jesus and see others for who they are and how we are
related.

Lord of variety and richness, bring us to an understanding of difference and diversity, reflecting your glory, not
our prejudice. Help us to see things through your eyes, not our short sight. Create in us the capacity to look for
you in the unfamiliar as well as the familiar. Open our eyes to see, Lord. Amen.

Peace,

Pastor Chad
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

United Women in Faith continues to reach around the
world to empower women, youth, and communities
through education, healthcare, leadership
development, and compassionate support. Many of
these ministries partner with grassroots organizations,
allowing communities to identify and address their
own needs.

The following reflections and stories are shared from
the Daily Prayer Guide: Generations of Grace:

From Anne Dennis, CEO of Alaska Child & Family in
Anchorage:

“God, thank you for healing generational trauma and
building bridges to brighter futures. Sometimes it is
the forgiveness of a young person that sets a whole
family free. Amen.”

United Women in Faith also supports programming
at the Neighborhood Center in Camden, New Jersey,
helping reduce infant mortality, promote the health
of mothers and babies, and support working mothers
as they provide for their families. Additional funding
provides grains, produce, and proteins for youth
living at Kamina Children’s Home in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Belinda Forbes, a Global Missionary serving in
Nicaragua, shares about the work of AMOS Health and
Hope, a Christian nonprofit serving 25 communities
across the country. The organization trains health
promoters, equips community clinics, and works to
reduce health inequities and teenage pregnancy
rates.

One health promoter, Martha—a 50-year-old mother
of 11—now teaches about contraceptive methods,
sexually transmitted diseases, shared household
responsibilities, and the importance of avoiding
pregnancy at a young age. Through her testimony, she
is helping young people continue their education, plan
for the future, and strengthen their communities.

Whitney Simpson, a Deaconess, offers this prayer:

“Creator God, may your love bridge the gaps in
torn families and communities. Bless us with

WMMM

understanding, compassion, and reconciliation for
one another. May bonds be mended and hearts
reunited in harmony. Amen.”

The May-June Upper Room devotionals are now
available in the lobby.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO THE WELL!
We're grateful to welcome new members into the Well
community:

Ashley & Tony Derjani

e )
||

We're glad you're here and look forward to getting to
know you and worshiping together in community!
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\% *  Wednesday, May 20 (8:00 AM-1:00 PM): Final
pricing and setup
e Sale open: 5:00-7:00 PM
e (Cashiers, baggers, and attendants needed
e Thursday, May 21 (8:00 AM-7:00 PM): Sale
continues (help especially needed midday and
evening)
M_L * Friday, May 22:
* 8:00 AM-12:00 PM: Sale (Bag Day)
2026 GARAGE SALE e 12:00-3:00 PM: Clean-up and packing items
May 16-22, 2026 for
Mark your calendars for our annual Garage Sale—a beloved Sebeka

tradition that supports our congregation, local charities, and Sign-up forms are no.w ava.llable n
the wider community. Now is the perfect time to start setting the narthex! and online! Sign up

aside clean, usable items to donate! today! ﬁ

Who Benefits? Donation Drop-Off Times:
Proceeds from the sale support: Please bring clean, usable items during the following
-Youth Mission Trips times and place them in marked areas:
-God’s Discovery Kids Preschool (GDK) * Sunday, May 17: 4:30-7:00 PM
.Sebeka e Monday, May 18: 8:00 AM-7:00 PM
- Rosemount Family Resource Center * Tuesday, May 19: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM
Garage Sale Hours: Additional Needs: m—)
Wednesday, May 20: 5pm-7pm * Help feed our devoted volunteers!
Thursday, May 21: 8am-7pm Food donations for volunteers
Friday, May 22: 8am-12pm (Bag Day) are needed Monday-Friday at
lunchtime. List of food needs is
Volunteer Opportunities: available in the narthex and online-
It takes a committed team of volunteers to make this event please sign up today!

happen, and we especially welcome new volunteers. If ]
you've never participated before, this is a great opportunity ~ Questions or Want to Help?

to get involved. Contact:

« Saturday, May 16 (10:15 AM-3:00 PM): Set up tables, ~ ° Julie Bierbaum - (612) 703-1574,
shelves, and signage * jabierbauml@yahoo.com

* Sunday, May 17 (3:00-4:30 PM): Finish setup * Muriel Barnes - (651) 423-3790
« Donations accepted: 4:30-7:00 PM * Pat Peterson - (651) 423-4278,

+  Monday & Tuesday, May 18-19 (8:00 AM-7:00 PM): petersonbobpat@gmail.com
Sort and price items (training provided). ¢ Janet Ewing - (952) 431-7751,
« Extra help, including volunteers with pickup janete9@charter.net

trucks, is appreciated.
e Note: All donations must be dropped off by 6:30 PM
on Tuesday
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LOVE GROWS HERE:

COMMUNITY CHOIR INVITATION
Sunday, May 24" at 11:30 AM

\?(‘/

PR

Do you remember when The Well—formerly Rosemount "v\§ a ” ) /y

United Methodist Church—shared the theme and logo p . =
“Love Grows Here,” and the Chancel Choir traditionally sang the beloved anthem .
by the same name each fall?

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

On Sunday, May 24, the Chancel Choir invites past and present singers, friends, Saturday, May 23
and members of the congregation to join in singing this familiar and beautiful Lila Birmingham will be 93.
anthem during the 9:00 AM worship service. No long-term commitment is 14401 Grand Ave. #423
required—just come for this special one-time opportunity to sing together in Burnsville, MN 55306

community.

Participants are invited to gather in the choir room at 8:30 AM before the service.
The anthem is easy to learn, and all are welcome.

If you would like to participate, let a choir member know, email Natalie at nolsen@
thewellmn.church, or simply show up that morning. We would love to sing with you!

Spring at The Well

LAST WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER - MAY 13
Don’t miss the final dinner of the season at 5:15 PM! Picnics in the Park will begin in late June - watch for
information on locations coming soon.

CHURCH-WIDE GARAGE SALE - MAY 20 - 22
Get ready for our 2026 Garage Sale-a beloved tradition that benefits our community, local charities, and our
congregation! Now is the perfect time to start gathering items for donation!

GRADUATION SUNDAY - JUNE 7
Celebrate the milestones of our seniors at 10:00 AM. Join us as we honor their accomplishments and faith
journeys.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE - JUNE THROUGH AUGUST
Beginning June 7th, The Well will shift to a summer worship schedule with one service each Sunday at 10:00 AM,
continuing through the end of August.

VBS: SNOWBALL MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE - JUNE 7 THROUGH 11
Join Snowball Mountain Challenge for frosty games, music, crafts, and Bible stories! Kids ages 3-5th grade will
learn how God gives them strength, guided by Ollie the Arctic Seal.

When: 5:30-7:30 PM (Dinner at 5:30; programming follows)
Location: The Well, 14770 Canada Ave W, Rosemount, MN
Cost: $10 suggested donation

Registration opens April 1 — Register using the QR code!
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Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB THe HOUS?
The Fireside Book club will meet on ALROTE

Tuesday, May 5% at 6:30 PM at The Well (A4S
to discuss the book ‘The House Across the @
Lake’ by Riley Sager.

ROSEMOUNT READERS

The Rosemount Readers Book club will

meet on Monday, June 1t at 5:30 PM in

b d the narthex area by the library at The Well
ﬁi_ @ to discuss the book ‘Hello Beautiful’ by Ann frfash ai.r gnd fellowship. We will not meet if the

NAPIUE#ANU Napolitano. Everyone is welcome to attend! windchill is below 20° or if the surfaces are unsafe.

RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at 2:30 pm
for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join in on fitness,

Meeting Locations:
PIECEMAKERS - - May 3rd: East Community Park, Lakeville
‘ F May 10th: No Run UMC and Well Walkers
May 17th: Schwarz Pond Park, Rosemount
May 24th: Innisfree Park, Rosemount
May 31st: Whitetail Woods Regional Park, Farmington

The Piecemakers invite you to

join our quilting fellowship every
Wednesday morning from Y f
9-noon in the Fellowship Hall. |
Each week we hand-tie quilts.

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC
Facebook Page. To get updates through email, contact

All are welcome and no sewing
Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

experience is necessary!

Coffee and a delicious treat is
served at 10:30, followed by a
short informational meeting.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP

If you are interested in creating greeting cards,

join us on the 4th Monday of each month EXCEPT
Dec. We enjoy the fellowship of others with similar
interests for a nominal $3. We take home 3 cards
and share the demonstrating responsibilities to keep
the cost reasonable. Contact Pat Roberts at
651-491-2988 for a list of basic supplies to bring.

For more information, contact
DeeAnn Reihsen, deereihsen@

mail.com.

FAITH IN EDUCATION

Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of
each month at 1:00 PM. Our May meeting will be Monday,
May 18, in room D120. Group focus: This group shares a
devotional time, fellowship, and service projects for God’s
Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.
dawn@gmail.com.
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old - elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!

Date: May 8"

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)

Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each 5
additional child from the same family.

(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the
same family, etc.)

(=

VBS 2026: SNOWBALL MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE

Join Snowball Mountain Challenge for frosty games, music, crafts, and Bible
stories! Kids ages 3-5th grade will learn how God gives them strength, guided by
Ollie the Arctic Seal.

Phil. 4:13 - “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

This program invites kids to an exciting winter sports event, where they become Challengers, gearing up for frosty
games, snowy surprises and hands-on lessons about resilience and faith. Kids will be guided daily by loveable Ollie
the Arctic Seal puppet, who is reporting on the events.

Dates: June 7 - 11, 2026

Time: 5:30-7:30 PM
Location: The Well, a UMC - Rosemount

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR VBS! Registration is now open and closes May 31st.

We need your help to make this year’s Vacation Bible School a success.
Middle School Students through Adult aged volunteers welcome! VOLUNTEER!

WELL YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT

Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 PM

All youth are invited to join us for a Movie Night on Wednesday, May 20
at 6:00 PM in the Attic! Come hang out, relax, enjoy a movie, and spend
time together with friends. Snacks and drinks will be provided.

Bring a friend and join us for a fun evening together!
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The Well
Congregation Update
(Excludes GDK) (Includes GDK)
February 2026 Year to Date February 2026 Year to Date
Income
Operating Fund $ 120,705.23 $207,337.93 § 120,705.23 $207,337.93
Designated Funds 1,415.94 3,016.35 # 1,415.94 3,016.35
GDK Income 42,370.87 87,567.53
Other Income 3,189.00 10,644.00 3,189.00 10,644.00
Total Income $ 125,310.17 $220,998.28 167,681.04 $308,565.81
Expenses
Administration 1,852.73 6,321.76 1,852.73 6,321.76
Facilities 22,894.19 53,552.93 22,894.19 53,552.93
GDK Expenses 26,080.12 53,977.36
Human Resources 33,669.07 67,143.15 33,669.07 67,143.15
Ministry & Mission 3,584.58 17,922.55 3,584.58 17,922.55
Apportionments 7,144.08 14,288.16 7,144.08 14,288.16
Total Expenses $ 69,144.65 $159,228.55 95,224.77 $213,205.91
Net Income $ 56,165.52 $ 61,769.73 72,456.27 $ 95,359.90
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
& Website — thewellmn.church/watch

f Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
@ YouTube — https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe — www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
e EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) - this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to
make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc)

¢ Online Giving - www.thewellmn.church/giving
e Bill Pay - set up through your bank

¢ Text Giving - Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.

* QR Code - scan this QR code to access the giving site. —

e Mail - Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box
and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing

nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068

Office Phone: 651-423-2475
e offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

a United Methodist Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

Nancy Duren Chad Gilbertson Shellie Larsen Joshua Smith
Administrative Coordinator Lead Pastor, x214 Bookkeeper, x261 Worship Leader, x235
%201 CGilbertson@thewellmn.church  MLarsen@thewellmn.church jsmith@thewellmn.church
nduren@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson Martha Leander Tina Wollmouth
Anthony Ntem Director of GDK Preschool, Director of Children’s Ministries, ~Kids Church Coordinator
Youth Ministries Coordinator x217 Organist twollmouth@thewellmn.church
antem@thewellmn.church gdklisa04@gmail.com mleander@thewellmn.church
Natalie Olsen Emma Jirele Brian Meredyk
Intirim Choir Director Director of Communications Virtual Worship Team
nolsen@thewellmn.church ejirele@thewellmn.church bmeredyk@thewellmn.church
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