
Lent begins in ashes, but it does not end there. This season invites us into 

alignment—lining up our lives with the life of Jesus. Through surrender, love, 

humility, and courage, God begins a deep renovation within us. This month, 

we explore what it truly means to live a cross-shaped life.
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SUNDAY, MAR. 1
Mark 9:33-37;10:35

SUNDAY, MAR. 8
Mark 10:17-27

WED, MAR. 15
1 John 4:7-21

SUNDAY, MAR. 22
Ephesians 2:11-22

SUNDAY, MAR. 29
Mark 14:1-19



Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026. On that day, we 
entered the 40-day journey of preparing our hearts and minds for Easter. Ashes 
were placed on our foreheads — a reminder that we are created from dust, and to 
dust we will return. Yet even in that truth, we are reminded of hope: with God, new 
life can rise from the ashes.

This year’s Lenten theme is “The Cross-Shaped Life.” What does it mean to live 
a cross-shaped life? It means aligning our lives with the life of Jesus. It means 
reflecting Christ’s actions in the way we live. And often, that requires a radical 
renovation—not just of what we do, but how and why we do it.

This message grounded us on Ash Wednesday and the First Sunday of Lent. Here’s what to expect in March:

March 1: Mark 9:33-37; 10:35-45 “A Peculiar Way of Greatness”
Jesus has always defined greatness in a way that is contrary to our modern culture. Jesus says, “Do you want 
to be great? Then take the last place. Be the servant of all.” Holy Communion will be served at both services on 
this day.

March 8: Mark 10:17-27 “Nothing Short of Everything”
There is a saying in sports: “Leave it all on the field.” It’s about giving every ounce of yourself to the game. This 
is the kind of surrender God calls us to.

March 15: 1 John 4:7-21; Mark 12:28-34 “Love: The Radical Center
At the center of this radical renovation God wants to do in us is love. Love is both the source and the evidence 
of the renovation.

March 22: Ephesians 2:11-22 “Something That Doesn’t Love: A Wall”
Walls have a tendency to divide us. These walls also have the power to last a long, long time. It takes a lot of 
strength to take them down; not our strength, but the strength in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.

March 29: Mark 14:1-19 “It’s Nothing If It Costs Nothing”
In telling the story of the woman anointing Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume, Mark is not only preparing us to 
experience the gift of the cross, he is also preparing us to respond to this extravagant gift.

Palm Sunday – One Service at 10am

Then, please save the date for Holy Week and Easter at The Well:

April 2 – Maundy Thursday service at 7:00pm
April 3 – Good Friday service at 7:00pm
April 5 – Easter Sunday worship at 9:00am and 10:30am

How will we participate in the radical renovation God is doing—joining Jesus in building the kingdom of God here 
and now? Join us this Lenten season and discover what a cross-shaped life can look like in you.

Blessings, Pastor Chad
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announcements

MN FOODSHARE CAMPAIGN
March is Minnesota FoodShare Campaign!  
Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign, the largest grassroots food and fund drive 
in the state, brings together organizations, businesses, faith communities, and 
individuals to help stock and support the capacity of nearly 300 food shelves.

ALL-CHURCH MEETING & POTLUCK
Join us on Sunday, March 15 at 11:30 AM for an All-Church Meeting 
and Potluck. Bring a dish to share if you’re able—and come as you are. 
Everyone is welcome for both the meal and the meeting.

The potluck is a chance to gather as one community. You might meet 
someone new or reconnect with friends who attend a different service. 
Around the table, we remember that we belong to each other.

During the meeting, we’ll reflect on 2025 and celebrate the ways we’ve 
seen God at work through The Well. We’ll introduce our 2026 leadership, 
share a financial update (including the 2026 budget), and look ahead to 
where we sense God leading us in the year to come.

Make plans to stay. Your presence matters.

COMMUNION CLASS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES
On Sunday, April 12, Pastor Chad will lead a special class for young people 
and their parents or caregivers exploring the meaning of Holy Communion. 
This class is designed especially for elementary-aged students, though 
younger and older siblings are welcome. Each student (or sibling group) 
should attend with at least one parent or caring adult.

Through hands-on activities, stories, and conversation, students will learn:
•	 What Communion is
•	 Who it is for
•	 Why we celebrate it

The 90-minute class will begin with a light lunch at 11:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall and will conclude by sharing Communion together.

All members and friends of The Well are welcome to participate. For more 
information, please connect with Pastor Chad.
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announcements
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
Upper Room Devotionals Available
The March and April issues of The Upper Room are 
available at the Welcome Desk, provided through the 
budget of United Women in Faith. Consider starting—
or continuing—a daily devotional practice. Many find it 
meaningful to pair the reading with a regular routine, 
such as breakfast or morning prayer.

Thank You to Our Memorial Service Volunteers
The families of those whose memorial services and 
receptions were recently held at the church extend 
their heartfelt thanks.

Thank you to everyone who provided salads and bars, 
helped with table and chair setup, prepared and 
served food, assisted with cleanup and dishwashing, 
and served as greeters and ushers. Your hospitality is 
a true gift to grieving families.

Additional volunteers are always appreciated. If you 
would like to help with future memorial receptions, 
please contact the church office.

Volunteers are welcome to eat after guests have been 
served. Leftover food is sent home with the family. 
Families cover the cost of groceries and often include 
a gratuity. Please remember to pick up your dishes 
from the rack just inside the kitchen door.

Holiday Bazaar Jar Donations
Thank you for returning jam, jelly, beet, and other jars 
from the Holiday Bazaar to the kitchen. Donations 
of Kerr and Ball canning jars (all sizes) are always 
welcome. 

Emma Norton Services – Restoring Waters
Emma Norton Services has provided supportive 
housing for women since its beginnings as the 
Methodist Girls’ Club in 1917. Over the decades, it has 
evolved to meet changing community needs. Both the 
national and local United Women in Faith have been 
longtime supporters.

In 2025, a new residence, Restoring Waters, opened 
in the Highland Bridge neighborhood of St. Paul, 
on the site of the former Ford plant. This four-story 
building includes office space and 60 apartments, 
providing housing for 55 women and five men who 
have experienced homelessness and face mental 
health and/or substance use challenges.

Restoring Waters was intentionally designed to 
reduce stress, depression, and spatial disorientation 
while fostering social support. Trauma-informed 
design principles emphasize safety, healing, stability, 
and clear wayfinding to minimize confusion and 
uncertainty. Each apartment includes a private 
kitchen, and a shared kitchen allows for cooking 
classes. The building also features activity rooms and 
a rooftop garden.

The goal is to support residents as they navigate 
stressors and mental health challenges, offering 
continued, nonjudgmental support for as long as it is 
needed.

More information about Emma Norton Services will be 
displayed above the library shelves, or you may visit 
www.emmanorton.org.

Janet Ewing will bring a Spring Easter Rabbit craft to 
Restoring Waters in early March (date and time to be 
determined). If you would like to help, please call 952-
431-7751.
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upcoming events
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Sunday, March 8th
Juanita Hawks will be 92.
14344 Cameo Ave. W #131
Rosemount, MN 55068

Monday, March 9th
Wilma Wooden will be 91.
12313 Biscayne Ave W.
Rosemount, MN 55068

24TH ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF AND BAKE SALE
Join us for our annual Chili Cook-Off and Bake Sale on 
Sunday, March 29, following the 10:00 am Worship As 
One service. Bring your appetite and stay for good food, 
fun, and community!

The Chili Cook-Off isn’t just about the chili—we’ll also 
have a bake sale featuring homemade treats. Please 
consider bringing baked goods to sell, such as cookies, 
bars, cakes, pies, or breads. Items should be packaged in 
individual or family-sized portions. 

Funds raised from the Chili Cook-off and Bake Sale will be 
used for 360 Communities and the Simpson Shelter.

Baked goods may be dropped off at the church on:
•	 Saturday, March 28, between 9:00–11:00 am
•	 Sunday, March 29, between 9:00–10:00 am (before 

the service)

We’re looking for chefs, bakers, judges, and volunteers 
to help make the day a success. Sign-up sheets will be 
available beginning in February, or contact Janis Hill 
directly with questions at jph602@gmail.com.

Thank you for helping make this a fun and meaningful 
event for our community!

2026 GARAGE SALE 
Mark your calendars for May 16–22, 2026! It’s 
time to start setting aside items for this year’s sale. 
Donations may be dropped off beginning Sunday, May 
17 after 4:00 PM.

Set-up preparations will kick off on Saturday, May 16 
at 10:15 AM. The sale supports our community, local 
charities, and our congregation—and it only happens 
because so many of you jump in to help.

Please consider volunteering for set-up, sorting, 
providing lunches, cashiering, or take-down. 

For more information or to get involved, contact:
•	 Julie Bierbaum – (612) 703-1574,  

jabierbaum1@yahoo.com
•	 Muriel Barnes – (651) 423-3790
•	 Pat Peterson – (651) 423-4278,  

petersonbobpat@gmail.com
•	 Janet Ewing – (952) 431-7751,  

janete9@charter.net
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JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR!
The Well Chancel Choir is looking for more singers to 
help support and enhance our Holy Week Services.  If 
you are interested in joining our choir for a short-term 
commitment, we would love to have you. High School 
Singers welcome!   
 
We will begin rehearsals on February 25th and 
participate in Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and 
Easter Sunday traditional service.  
 
For a detailed schedule of rehearsals and dates, 
contact Natalie Olsen, nolsen@thewellmn.church or 
(952) 200-3261.  

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will meet on 
Tuesday, March 3rd at 6:30 PM at The 
Well to discuss the book ‘Jenny James is 
not a Disaster’ by Debbie Johnson.

ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers Book club will  
meet on Monday, March 23rd at 5:30 PM in the narthex 
area by the library at The Well. Everyone is welcome to 
attend!

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

PIECEMAKERS 
A new year has begun for the Piecemakers! After a 
successful November Holiday Bazaar, many quilts found 
new homes, and the remaining quilts were generously 
donated to the Rosemount Fire Department, Apple Valley 
Fire Department, and Farmington Fire Department, as 
well as Emma Norton Services. The Piecemakers warmly 
invite you to be part of this meaningful ministry. We gather 
every Wednesday from 9:00 AM–Noon in the Fellowship 
Hall, with a 10:30 break for a delicious treat, coffee, and 
a short meeting. For more information, contact DeeAnn 
Reihsen, deereihsen@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
If you are interested in creating greeting cards, 
join us on the 4th Monday of each month EXCEPT 
Dec. We enjoy the fellowship of others with similar 
interests for a nominal $3. We take home 3 cards 
and share the demonstrating responsibilities to keep 
the cost reasonable. Contact Pat Roberts at  
651-491-2988 for a list of basic supplies to bring. 

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of 
each month at 1:00 PM. Our next meeting will be Monday, 
March 16, in room D120. Group focus: This group shares 
a devotional time, fellowship, and service projects for God’s 
Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.
dawn@gmail.com.
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at 2:30 pm 
for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join in on fitness, 
fresh air and fellowship. We will not meet if the 
windchill is below 20° or if the surfaces are unsafe. 

Meeting Locations:
March 1st: Diamond Path Elementary, Apple Valley
March 8th: Cobblestone Lake Park, Apple Valley
March 15th: MN Zoo - Tiger Lot, Apple Valley
March 22nd: Central Park, Rosemount

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC 
Facebook Page. To get updates through email, contact 
Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&
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kids, youth and family ministries

EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA AT THE WELL
Join us on Sunday, April 5th from 10:00–10:30 AM, 
between services in the courtyard (weather permitting), 
for our annual Eggstravaganza! All children under age 10 
are invited to participate in this fun and festive Easter egg 
hunt.

Eggs will contain tickets that can be turned in for a prize, 
so be sure to bring a basket and get ready for some fun!

VBS 2026: SNOWBALL MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE
Get ready for an unforgettable VBS adventure with 
“Snowball Mountain Challenge”.  

This program invites kids to an exciting winter sports 
event, where they become Challengers, gearing up for 
frosty games, snowy surprises and hands-on lessons 
about resilience and faith.  

Kids will be guided daily by loveable Ollie the Arctic 
Seal puppet, who is reporting on the events. Our 
theme verse is “I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13) 

SAVE THE DATE!!  June 7-11, 5:30-7:30 

Dinner and activities.  Ages 3 through 5th grade.  Registration begins April 1st. 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old – elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!
Date: March 13th

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)
Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each  
additional child from the same family.  
(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the 
same family, etc.)

PNO sign up!
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financial report
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

Anthony Ntem
Youth Ministries Coordinator
antem@thewellmn.church

Natalie Olsen
Intirim Choir Director
nolsen@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson 
Lead Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Interim Director of GDK 
Preschool, x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children’s Ministries,
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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