
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026. Lent is 

a 40-day season (not counting Sundays) when God’s people prepare their 

hearts and minds for Easter.

This year’s Lenten theme is “The Cross-Shaped Life.” When we invite God 

into our lives, God doesn’t intend a simple redecorating. God intends 

nothing short of a radical renovation, a total reconstruction of our lives, a 

reorientation of the way we live so that Jesus Christ can take up residence in 

our lives. This radical renovation clears space in our lives so that through us, 

God’s kingdom can come in the here and now.
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Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the  

Season of Lent. It is a season of penance, 

reflection, and fasting which prepares us 

for Christ’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday,  

through which we attain redemption.
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor

All of these beloved children of God died unexpectedly. You will note that some of them are law 
enforcement officers. They were killed in the line of duty, most often due to gunfire. The others are 
citizens, their lives ended during the course of some kind of law enforcement action.

I will not comment on what led to these deaths. I do not wish to critique police techniques nor the 
actions of citizens. The only point I wish to make is this: death has come to children of God, and we 
should be saddened. These names should be added to the names of our family members and close 
friends who have passed away. We grieve them all.

In Matthew 23:37, Jesus laments: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather 
your children together as a hen protects her chicks 
beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.” Even Jesus, 
when death came upon his people, was saddened.

In this season of division and conflict, let’s come together 
and affirm at least one common belief: That all life is 
valuable. Every one of them is a beloved child of God.

Let’s not take sides and only lament the death of those we perceive to be on “our side.” We’re all on 
the same side – God’s side – and everyone is precious.

In Love,

Pastor Chad

George Floyd: May 25, 2020

Daunte Wright: April 11, 2021

Officer Ryan Bialke: July 27, 2021

Amir Locke: February 2, 2022

Ricky Cobb II: July 31, 2023

Deputy Sheriff Joshua Owen:  
April 15, 2024

Officer Matthew Ruge: February 18, 
2024

Officer Paul Elmstrand: February 18, 
2024

Officer Jamal Mitchell: May 30, 2024

Renée Good: January 7, 2026

Alex Pretti: January 24, 2026
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announcements
More detailed information about this series will be forthcoming, but for now, mark your calendars for 
the following dates and plan to worship with us during Lent:

Pick up your forms today in the  
Church Office!
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announcements

MEET NATALIE OLSEN - INTIRIM CHOIR DIRECTOR
Natalie grew up in Staples, MN and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Music 
Education from Concordia College in Moorhead.  She taught music education 
for 34 years before retiring from full-time teaching in 2019.  Throughout most of 
those years, Natalie also worked part-time in Music Ministry positions here at 
The Well/Rosemount United Methodist Church, which included directing many 
youth choirs, developing and leading drama camp ministry for 7 years (summer-
time camp for youth), working with Chancel Choir as both an accompanist and 
Director as well Director of Music Ministry/Worship Arts over the 30+ years 

that I previously worked on staff here.Natalie lives in Apple Valley with her husband, Steve and they have been 
members at The Well for close to 40 years. After a few years of “retirement” break from being on staff, Natalie is 
back on staff working with The Chancel Choir and Chancel Bells. Together Natalie and Steve have raised 3 adult 
children (Kendra, Lucas and Kaylee) who have blessed them with 6 grandchildren.   

MN FOODSHARE CAMPAIGN
On Sunday, February 15th and Sunday, February 23rd, the Mission 
Team will be handing out grocery bags with a list of items needed by the 
Resource Center. Please help contribute to the cause!

Next month, March is Minnesota FoodShare Campaign! Minnesota 
FoodShare March Campaign, the largest grassroots food and fund 
drive in the state, brings together organizations, businesses, faith 
communities, and individuals to help stock and support the capacity of 
nearly 300 food shelves.

WELCOME TO THE WELL!
In January, we joyfully welcomed new 
members into the Well community. Please 
extend a warm welcome to Maryann Hanson 
and Chuck and Cheryl Phillips! We’re grateful 
they’ve chosen to be part of The Well, and 
we hope you’ll take a moment to say hello 
and help them feel at home the next time 
you see them.
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announcements
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
2025 United Women in Faith Financial Report
Note: Income from the 2025 Holiday Bazaar will be 
used for 2026 programming and distributions.

2025 Income
•	 Holiday Bazaar: $12,965
•	 Funerals: $3,132
•	 Quilts (pre-Bazaar): $1,465
•	 Vendors’ Tables: $2,040

2025 Expenses
•	 Quilt supplies: $894
•	 Machine quilting: $831
•	 Upper Rooms: $524
•	 Office/postage/cards: $4
•	 Bazaar & canning supplies: $631
•	 Funerals: $938 

2025 Donations Distributed
•	 360 Resource Center: $2,400
•	 $2,000 (October special request)
•	 GDK: $500
•	 The Well: $4,078 

Distribution of 2024 Holiday Bazaar Funds
Remaining funds from the 2024 Holiday Bazaar were 
distributed as follows:

•	 Josiah Ventures (Greg Strock): $1,500
•	 The Well: $5,580

Financial Autonomy
At the 2012 International General Conference, United 
Methodist Women were granted the authority to 
control and distribute the funds they receive.

In previous newsletters, we have shared ways United 
Women in Faith and the Garage Sale have supported 
Emma Norton Services, a National Mission. This 
support was highlighted in the January/February 
2026 issue of response, the magazine of women in 
mission.

To read the article and view photos, visit  
uwfaithmn.com.

United Women in Faith: Vision & Mission

Our Vision
A world in which women, children, and youth can 
thrive and reach their fullest potential.

Our Mission
United Women in Faith connects and nurtures women 
through Christian spiritual formation, leadership 
development, creative fellowship, and education—
empowering them to inspire, influence, and impact 
local and global communities.

Opportunities to Connect & Learn
•	 Mission u (MN Conference UWFaith) 

Study theme: Experiencing Emmanuel: “God With 
Us”	
•	 In-person: July 24–26 at Koronis 

Campgrounds (Paynesville)
•	 Online dates: To be announced

•	 Conference Annual Meeting: October 10 at 
Camphor UMC

•	 River Bluffs Area Meetings:
•	 April 18 in Northfield
•	 September 12 (location TBD)

•	 Reading Program: Available at Mission u, Annual 
Meeting, and area meetings

I, Janet Ewing, will be attending these events and 
warmly invite you to join me.

Learn More
•	 National UWFaith: www.uwfaith.org
•	 Minnesota Conference UWFaith: uwfaithmn.com
•	 Facebook: facebook.com/UMWomen, 

facebook.com/minnesotaunitedmethodistwomen
•	 YouTube: youtube.com/user/UMWomen
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upcoming events
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Sunday, February 2nd
Bettilou Lindell will be 98.
600 Greenhaven Dr. #305
Burnsville, MN 55306

Friday, February 14th
Mari VanKleek will be 92.
12741 Bolivia Ave W
Rosemount, MN 55068

COME AND SEE!
The Adult Bible Class is hosting free 
showings of season 5 of “The Chosen.” 
And it’s Free!

When: Sunday mornings at 10:20 AM
Where: Choir Room downstairs

For more information - 
Dave Kitchel: 612-805-7200, dave.kitchel@gmail.com
Mark Moffitt: 952-797-6889, bizmark@comcast.net
Darryl Dille: 952-432-2482, ddille@hotmail.com

24TH ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF AND BAKE SALE
Join us for the 24th Annual Chili Cook-off on Sunday, March 29, following the 10:00 am Worship As One service. 
Bring your appetite and stay for good food, fun, and community.

We are looking for chefs, bakers, judges, and volunteers to help make the Cook Off a success. 
Sign-up sheets will be available beginning in February, or contact Deb Basurto directly with questions at 
debbasurto@gmail.com.
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JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR!
The Well Chancel Choir is looking for more singers to 
help support and enhance our Holy Week Services.  If 
you are interested in joining our choir for a short-term 
commitment, we would love to have you. High School 
Singers welcome!   
 
We will begin rehearsals on February 25th and 
participate in Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and 
Easter Sunday traditional service.  
 
For a detailed schedule of rehearsals and dates, 
contact Natalie Olsen, nolsen@thewellmn.church or 
(952) 200-3261.  

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will meet on 
Tuesday, February 3rd at 6:30 PM at The 
Well to discuss the book ‘Book of Lost 
Names’ by Kristin Harmel.

ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers Book club will  
meet on Monday, February 23rd at 5:30 PM 
in the narthex area by the library at The Well 
to discuss the book ‘Woman of God’ by James 
Patterson. Everyone is welcome to attend!

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

PIECEMAKERS 
The Piecemakes have started a new year making quilts for 
the November 2026 Holiday Bazaar, and to donate quilts 
throughout our community. We meet every Wednesday 
from 9-noon in the Fellowship Hall. We enjoy coffee, 
delicious treats, fellowship, and a quick meeting at 10:30. 

We invite you to join this ministry.  Everyone is welcome.  
No sewing experience  is necessary.

Contact DeeAnn Reihsen, deereihsen@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
If you are interested in creating greeting cards, 
join us on the 4th Monday of each month EXCEPT 
Dec. We enjoy the fellowship of others with similar 
interests for a nominal $3. We take home 3 cards 
and share the demonstrating responsibilities to keep 
the cost reasonable. Contact Pat Roberts at  
651-491-2988 for a list of basic supplies to bring. 

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of 
each month at 1:00 PM. Our February meeting will be 
Monday, February 23, in room D120. Group focus: This 
group shares a devotional time, fellowship, and service 
projects for God’s Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn 
Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com.
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at 2:30 pm 
for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join in on fitness, 
fresh air and fellowship. We will not meet if the 
windchill is below 20° or if the surfaces are unsafe. 

Meeting Locations:
February 1st: Diamond Path Elementary, Apple Valley
February 8th: Cobblestone Lake Park, Apple Valley
February 15th: MN Zoo - Tiger Lot, Apple Valley
February 22nd: Central Park, Rosemount

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC 
Facebook Page. To get updates through email, contact 
Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&
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kids, youth and family ministries

JOIN THE FUN WITH THE WELL KIDS & YOUTH MINISTRIES!
Discover the vibrant community at The Well where kids and youth grow in faith, build friendships, and have tons of 
fun! From engaging activites to meaningful lessons, there’s something for everyone.
Want to make a difference?
We’re always looking for enthusiastic adult and youth volunteers to help lead, inspire, and create lasting memories.
Learn more: thewellmn.church/children-youth-ministries
Ready to get involved? Contact Martha Leander at mleander@thewellmn.church

GDK REGISTRATION
God’s Discovery Kids (for ages 3 to 5) 
and London Bridge (for 2-year-olds) offer 
incredible programs that fill up fast. Spread 
the word to your family, friends, and 
neighbors! Priority Registration for members 
of The Well and current families starts 
Monday, January 5, and ends Thursday, 
January 15. Public Registration opens 
Thursday, January 22. Want to secure your 
spot early? Schedule a tour with us before 
registration begins and receive a registration 
number! For details or to schedule a tour, 
contact Lisa Gilbertson at 651-423-4127 
or gdklisa04@gmail.com. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to give your child a great start!

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old – elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!
Date: February 13th

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)
Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each  
additional child from the same family.  
(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the 
same family, etc.)

PNO sign up!

LONDON BRIDGE
Registration begins for the 2026-2027 
London Bridge school year on January 5th, 
2025. This class, designed for the 2-year-
old child, consists of a nursery rhyme-filled 
curriculum filled with music, art, literature, 
socialization, and movement. Class meets on 
Friday mornings, 9:30-noon in Room E139, 
September 2026-May 2027. Cost is $75 
per month, plus a one-time, non-refundable 
$40 registration fee. Enrollment is limited 
to 18 children. Register online at https://
thewellmn.church/london-bridge/ Children 
must be 2 years old by October 31, 2026. 
Questions? Contact Gina Penn at tapper29@
yahoo.com.
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financial report
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

Anthony Ntem
Youth Ministries Coordinator
antem@thewellmn.church

Natalie Olsen
Intirim Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson 
Lead Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Interim Director of GDK 
Preschool, x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children’s Ministries,
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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