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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

The angels that appear in the story of Jesus’ birth would have been very
comfortable in our world of tweets and hashtags. Their messages were often short
and to the point-their favorite line being “Do not be afraid.” During the seasons
of Advent and Christmas we will look at the stories of these winged messengers to
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds and their reactions to them. Through
their stories we will contemplate what messages we can offer that will counteract
a culture of fear and bring more hope, more peace, more joy, more love, and more
, light to the world.

December 7: Nothing is Impossible: #morepeace

Luke 1: 26-56

Zechariah freaked out when the other-worldly creature appeared to him. But Mary was simply “perplexed.”
Why would such an incredible message come to a common girl just barely a woman? Then her reply to
such a foretelling about her purpose in life was also simple: “Let it be so.” Have you ever struggled with
finding your purpose and being at peace with it? Or are you yearning for more peace in your life and
relationships? #morepeace in the world happens when all of us feel #morepeace within ourselves and live
out that message each day. We will celebrate Holy Communion this day.

December 14: Do Not Be Afraid: #morejoy

Matthew 1: 18-25

Every angel seems to use “do not be afraid” as an opening line. But perhaps no one needed to hear it
more than Joseph. What was happening to him was the stuff that ruins lives. As a man, he had all the
rights to abandon Mary and preserve his dignity. The stakes were high-who would believe this? Keeping
up “appearances” can rob us of our #morejoy. Let us be messengers of encouragement and steadfast
support, as Joseph was, for that which the Spirit is birthing in the world.

December 21: This Will Be a Sign: #morelove

Luke 2: 1-20

The sky was brighter than usual that night, making it easier to keep track of the sheep. And then it got
really bright. You would have thought that all that “glory” shining would have been “the sign.” That's
what most of us look for-great big obvious clues about God’s presence. But instead, the angel says that
a baby... a newborn helpless baby in a feeding trough was it-the sign. In a flash, the message was that
#morelove is found where you least expect it and perhaps is already there residing in the ordinariness of
your life.

December 24: Christmas Eve: #morelight

John 1:1-5

We hear about the darkness all of the time: evil, injustice, oppression in all kinds of different forms. When
Jesus was born, he was born to be a light to the world. “What has come into being in him was life, and

the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome

it.” That’s why we put lights on our Christmas tree. That’s why we light candles at the later services on
Christmas Eve. To remind us of the light. To celebrate #morelight in the world.
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Christmas
Schedule

Thursday, December 18

7 PM - Longest Night Service

Sunday, December 21

9 AM - Traditional Worship/Children’s Christmas Program
10:30 AM - Contemporary Worship/Children’s Christmas Program

Wednesday, December 24

2 PM - Traditional Service
4 PM - Family Contemporary Service
9 PM - Candlelight Traditional Service

Winter Events at The Well

BABY NEEDS & WINTER GEAR DRIVE

Support families in our community by donating baby
essentials (diapers, wipes, formula) plus coats, hats,
and mittens for all ages—new to gently used!

“WORSHIF AS ONE"/FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
NOVEMBER 30 | 10:00 AM | SANCTUARY

All are invited to worship together as one.

Potluck luncheon to follow—bring a dish to share!

THE WELL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
NOVEMBER 30 | 10:00 AM | SANCTUARY
Featuring the Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir,
and Worship Team.

GOD'S DISCOVERY KIDS WINTER ART SHOW
DECEMBER 4 -9 | NARTHEX
(ome see creative artwork by our GDK students!

PARENTS" NIGHT OUT (PNO)
DECEMBER 12 | 5:00 PM | THE WELL
A fun evening for Kids while parents take a break!
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ROSEMOUNT COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT
DECEMBER 14 | 4:00 PM | SANCTUARY
Help RCE ring in the Christmas season with
festive favorites!

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE

DECEMBER 18 | 700 PM | SANCTUARY

A guiet service of reflection for those experiencing grief,
loss, or difficult transitions.

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
DECEMBER 21 | 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM SERVICES
A short, fun, interactive part of worship for all ages

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - DECEMBER 24
= 2200 PM - Traditional Service

= 4:00 PM - Family Comtemporary Service

= 9:00 PM - Candlelight Traditional Service
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Thank you to each and every one of you for your contributions to the bazaar. It was wonderful to see so many
workers pitching in to help in all areas. | am responsible for the kitchen, so am especially appreciative of those of you
with whom | worked most closely. | especially enjoyed hearing so much laughter as dishes were being washed and
soup being made and served. Without each of you, the bazaar wouldn’t have been as successful. And the sense of
community that | felt was worth the work involved. -Pat Roberts

Monthly Newsletter of The Well Page 4



December 2025

Issue #12

GOMMUNITY DINNER

Wednesday, Dec. 3 | 5:15 PM

DINNER AND CONNECTION AT THE WELL
Join us Wednesday, December 3, at 5:15 pm for a Community Dinner filled with good food and great company!
Everyone is welcome to enjoy a variety of soups, baked potatoes, fresh bread, fruit, ice cream sundaes, and

cookies, with a free-will offering.

@ Free Will Offering | All Are Welcome!

This dinner is all about community outreach—we’d love for you to invite friends, neighbors, or anyone who hasn’t
been to The Well before. Pick up a flier at The Well and share it around town, at work, or with anyone you think would

enjoy a welcoming meal.

Let’s connect, share a meal, and welcome new faces into our community!

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS
Wednesday, December 18th
Joseph Wondercheck will be 91.
14055 Granite Ave #119

Apple Valley, MN 55124

Monday, December 30th
Jon Hall will be 92.
14610 Garrett Ave #316
Apple Valley, MN 55124
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BLOOD DRIVE

Mark Your Calendars!
Blood Drive at The Well

Fellowship Hall, Thursday,
Jan 8, 2025, 1:00 -
7:00pm

Reserve your time today!!
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Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

THE PIECEMAKERS

In December the Piecemakers work hard to finish 2025

projects. Once the Holiday Bazaar is over, we think about
giving away the remaining 2025 quilts. We will have our
Christmas luncheon on Wednesday, December 17th at
11:30 AM at Rascals in Apple Valley. The Piecemakers

invite you to join them every Wednesday from 9-noon in
the Fellowship Hall. No sewing experience is necessary.

We enjoy a break at 10 for a short informational meeting,
conversation, coffee, and a delicious treat. Contact DeeAnn

Reihsen, deereihsen@gmail.com.

ROSEMOUNT READERS BOOK CLUB

The Rosemount Readers will meet on Monday, December
22, at 5:30pm in the library area of the Narthex. There
will be no book discussion this month. We will be selecting
books to read for 2026. Bring your list of suggested book

titles. We will be sharing our favorite Christmas story or
book title.

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB

The Fireside Book Club meets on the 1st
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM at The
Well. On Tuesday, December 2nd, the
Fireside Book Club will be discussing “A
Thousand Acres” by Jane Smiley. All are
welcome!

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT DEC 24 OR 31

Due to Christmas Eve and New Years Eve, there will be no
Wednesday night dinner or activities December 24" or

December 31st.

RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at
2:30 PM for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join

in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship. We will not
meet if it is raining or if the surfaces are not safe

Dec 7: Diamond Path Elementary, Apple Valley
Dec 14: Cobblestone Lake Park, Apple Valley
Dec 21: East Community Park, Lakeville

Dec 28: Minnesota Zoo - Tiger Lot, Apple Valley

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC
Facebook Page. To get email updates, contact

Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP

If you are interested in creating
greeting cards, join us on the 4th
Monday of each month EXCEPT Dec.
We enjoy the fellowship of others
with similar interests for a nominal
$3. We take home 3 cards and share
the demonstrating responsibilities to
keep the cost reasonable. Contact Pat Roberts at
651-491-2988 for a list of basic supplies to bring.

FAITH IN EDUCATION

Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday
of each month at 1:00 PM. Our December meeting
will be Monday, December 15 in room D120. Group
focus: This group shares a devotional time, fellowship,
and service projects for God’s Discovery Kids
Preschool.

Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com
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A\Chrlsﬁ;nas Program presented by
The Well, a UMC youth and kids

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM DECEMBER 21ST

“The Amazing Story of Christmas” will be the theme of our
Christmas program on Dec. 21! As members of the congregation
arrive for worship, they can choose a simple costume (mask, or prop)
IF THEY WANT TO!! There will be shepherds, angels, various barn
animals, and of course, Mary and Joseph! Our youth will tell the
story of Christ’s birth, we will sing Christmas songs and create a live
nativity scene. It will be fun for all!

Martha Leander

;_'\DECEM BER21|9 &10:30 AM Director of Children’s Ministry
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YOUTH MINISTRIES COORDINATOR POSITION OPEN

We are actively seeking a passionate and committed leader

to serve as our Youth Ministries Coordinator at The Well.
This part-time role (approximately 10 hours per week)
focuses on developing meaningful relationships with youth
and families while coordinating programs like Youth Group,
Confirmation, and special events that help young people
grow in their faith. If you or someone you know might be

a great fit, please reach out to Pastor Chad Gilbertson to
learn more or to express interest.

» KIDS’ MINISTRIES SPOTLIGHT:

= | WELL'S BELLS!

ﬁ 1 Wednesday nights during Kids’ Time, our
8 young musicians will have their very own

Well’s Bells practice! The group plays on smaller, color-

coded bells, making it easy and fun for everyone to join

in. It’s a wonderful chance for kids to explore music, work

together, and make beautiful sounds.

; I{j’}‘ PARENTS NIGHT OUT: DEC 12
Vet | Take a well-deserved break while your
. ' Kids have a blast! Join us for Parents’
A Night Out with fun activities, games,
and snacks—all in a safe, welcoming
environment. Let the kids play while you enjoy a little
time to yourself! Register by December 5th!
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The Well
Congregation Update
(Excludes GDK) (Includes GDK)
January - January -
September, 2025 September, 2025
September 2025 (YTD)  September 2025 (YTD)
Income
Operating Fund $ 47,278.01 $ 545,128.13 § 47,278.01 § 545,128.13
Designated Funds 9,240.17 47,466.50 9,240.17 47,466.50
GDK Income 15,010.76 239,978.57
Other Income** 2,334.25 3,753.52 2,334.25 3,753.52
Total Income $ 58,85243 $§ 596,348.15 § 73,863.19 § 836,326.72
Expenses
Administration 4,165.13 39,460.99 4,165.13 39,460.99
Facilities 22,807.44 231,037.44 22,807.44 231,037.44
GDK Expenses 27,151.39 225,799.21
Human Resources 28,620.06 275,655.96 28,620.06 275,655.96
Ministry & Mission 12,911.04 58,622.90 12,911.04 58,622.90
Apportionments 14,005.50 60,163.20 14,005.50 60,163.20
Total Expenses $ 82,509.17 $§ 66494049 § 109,660.56 $ 890,739.70
Net Income $ (23,656.74) §  (68,592.34) § (35,797.37) $ (54,412.98)

** Correction to London Bridge Tuition Income
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
& Website — thewellmn.church/watch

f Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
@ YouTube — https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe — www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
e EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) - this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to
make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc)

¢ Online Giving - www.thewellmn.church/giving
e Bill Pay - set up through your bank

¢ Text Giving - Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.

* QR Code - scan this QR code to access the giving site. —

e Mail - Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box
and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing

nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068

Office Phone: 651-423-2475
e offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

a United Methodist Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

Nancy Duren Chad Gilbertson Shellie Larsen Joshua Smith
Administrative Coordinator Lead Pastor, x214 Bookkeeper, x261 Worship Leader, x235
%201 CGilbertson@thewellmn.church  MLarsen@thewellmn.church jsmith@thewellmn.church
nduren@thewellmn.church
Lisa Gilbertson Martha Leander Tina Wollmouth
OPEN POSITION Director of GDK Preschool, Director of Children’s Ministries, ~Kids Church Coordinator
Youth Coordinator x217 Organist twollmouth@thewellmn.church
gdklisa04@gmail.com mleander@thewellmn.church
Emily Feld Emma Jirele Brian Meredyk
Choir Director Director of Communications Virtual Worship Team
efeld@thewellmn.church ejirele@thewellmn.church bmeredyk@thewellmn.church
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