
SERMON SERIES: SEPTEMBER 7 - OCTOBER 12, 2025

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.”

— Micah 6:8 
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Throughout the Gospels, Jesus shows us what courage looks like—
touching the untouchable, speaking hard truths, confronting power, 
and choosing love even when it cost him everything. This fall, we 
will learn from Jesus’ example and discover how his call to a brave 
faith can take root in our lives today. Each week, we will focus on a 
different dimension of courage: clarity, as we seek to understand 
God’s call and rely on the Holy Spirit’s guidance; conviction, as we 
let our faith fuel action; candor, as we speak truth with kindness and 
grace; hope, as we anchor ourselves in God’s faithfulness; fortitude, 
as we draw strength not from ourselves but from God’s power; and 
love, as we learn to live fully and bless the world around us. Together, 
this journey will invite us to see Jesus more clearly and equip us to 
live with courage that is rooted in him.

SUNDAY, SEPT 7
Acts 1:6-8, Luke 4:16-21 

SUNDAY, SEPT 14
Micah 6:8, Luke 13:10-17

SUNDAY, SEPT 21 
Luke 7:36-50

SUNDAY, SEPT 28 
Rom 5:1-5, Luke 5:17-26

 

 



Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus exemplifies courage in diverse settings with diverse 
groups of people: 
•	 Jesus touched the untouchable 
•	 He stopped to attend to people whose association would damage his reputation 
•	 He confronted power 
•	 He called in sinners and called out hypocritical religious leaders 
•	 He said hard things to his friends and family alike 
•	 He undertook impossible tasks 
•	 Jesus calmed storms while pitching about in a small boat 
•	 He faced accusers who brought suffering and death when it would have been so 

much easier to get up and run 

If you want to learn more about courage, getting to know Jesus is a good place to start! 

This Fall, we will embark on a journey to learn more about courage and Jesus’ call to a brave faith.  During the month 
of September and the first two Sundays in October, we will look at the composition of what we call courage: 

September 7:  “Courage for Clarity”  Acts 1:6-8; Luke 4:16-21.   
Courage gains strength when a person becomes clear about what God is asking him or her to accomplish.  
What is your purpose? 

September 14:  “Courage for Conviction”  Micah 6:8; Luke 13:10-17 
A conviction of courage fuels action!  We need to stop periodically to remember the source of our convictions, 
and seek time with God to renew a kingdom perspective. 

September 21:  “Courage for Candor”  Luke 7:36-50 
Candor is spoken courage.  Jesus teaches us important lessons in his conversation with Simon the Pharisee:  
begin with kindness, and look for points of agreement. 

September 28:  “Courage for Hope”  Romans 5:1-5; Luke 5:17-26 
Hope is important in developing and maintaining courage.  Hope can be defined as “the assurance that God 
is faithful…the courage that refuses to doubt God’s goodness, even when a task is not being accomplished in 
the way you desired.” 

October 5:  “Courage for Fortitude”  Luke 9:1-6; Matthew 16:13-18 
Fortitude comes when we draw our strength from God rather than our limited reservoir.  When we learn to 
tap into God’s power, courage becomes the strength to endure. 

October 12:  “Courage for Love”  Romans 8:38-39; Luke 15:11-24 
In the parable of the prodigal son, the younger son needed courage to undertake the long walk home, and 
the father shows courage to love his son even after he had been betrayed.  Jesus calls us to be courageous, 
so that we will live fully and use our lives to bless those around us. 

Remember, on September 7 we will return to our Fall schedule:  9am worship, 10am Fellowship Time, 10:30am 
worship.  I hope that you’ll join us – in person or online – and remember, ALL are welcome, so bring a friend. 

Peace, 

Pastor Chad 
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announcements

Thank You 
Emma Norton Services shares a special thank you to The Well UMC for inviting them to shop for free at our annual 
garage sale in late May! A small group of Emma Norton staff came on the first morning of the sale to find items for 
their clients. Thanks to your generosity, they were able to gather youth-sized backpacks, small toys, pots and pans, 
lamps, and other useful items for families in their programs. Their words: “Thank you again for generously inviting us 
to ‘shop’ for free—it makes a big difference!”

United Women in Faith Gatherings
You are invited to join United Women in Faith from across our district and state for two upcoming days of education, 
spiritual growth, fellowship, and fun!

Saturday, September 13 - Fall Annual Gathering of the River Bluffs United Women in Faith at Stewartville UMC.
Theme: Partnering with God in God’s Work
•	 Morning speaker: Brittany Radford on Disruptive Love:  

A Gospel Response to Immigration and Injustice
•	 Afternoon speaker: Brenda Blair on Project Mondema:  

Preschools in Sierra Leone
•	 Additional events include officer elections for 2026, budget approval, a 

Remembrance Service (please bring names of women from your church 
who passed away this year), and officer reports.

•	 The gathering will also be livestreamed.
•	 Register for the Fall Annual Gathering Here.  

Registration deadline: September 5.

Saturday, October 11 – Conference United Women in Faith Meeting at Alexandria UMC.
Theme: Hope in Action
•	 Keynote: Rev. Dawn Houser on Native American Boarding Schools: The Generational Impact
•	 Livestream available at www.youtube.com/@AlexUMC/streams
•	 Register for the UWF Conferance in Alexandria Here.   

Registration deadline: October 1.

Both events begin at 9:00 am (coffee available earlier) and conclude at 2:30 pm. J 
anet Ewing will be attending both gatherings and would love a companion— 
call her at 952-431-7751 if you’d like to join.

Brittany Radford Brenda Blair

Rev. Dawn Houser
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announcements
You can provide children an Education at 
Ormsby School in Baiwalla

Education is a powerful tool that transforms 
lives, strengthens communities, and builds a 
brighter future. Yet, for many children in Sierra 
Leone, access to quality education remains 
out of reach due to poverty, lack of resources, 
and underfunded schools. That narrative 
is changing in the rural village of Baiwalla, 
thanks to the Richard Ormsby Secondary 
School, a project of OC Ministries Minnesota.

In 2019, the Richard Ormsby Secondary 
School opened its doors in Baiwalla. Since 
then, generous contributions from members 
and friends of Hennepin Avenue UMC have 
played a crucial role in the school’s growth and 
success. These gifts are directly improving the 
lives of hundreds of children, their families, 
and the entire Baiwalla community.

Your gift makes a real difference. Read more about this important mission and donate!
https://haumc.org/2026-baiwalla-campaign-kickoff/

STEP INTO YOUR CALLING.  CO-LEAD AN ADULT BIBLE STUDY
A weekly senior Bible study needs a co-leader.  You and the class might be exactly right for each other. 
Until recently, the Bible study at Ecumen Seasons in Apple Valley was co-led by four co-leaders. But recent 
developments have reduced our number to two, and we need at least one more co-leader. 

On Fridays at 9:00, Ecumen residents gather with the study leaders in a comfortable meeting room where 
we read the Bible together and discuss the readings for greater understanding of our Lord’s Words.  
Discussions are informal, voluntary and interspersed with prayers. This family has studied together for 
years, and eagerly welcomes new members. 

Bible study is important for older people. It provides spiritual comfort, encourages personal growth, and it 
offers a sense of community and purpose. Bible study helps seniors navigate life’s challenges, maintain 
mental well-being, and find strength and encouragement through faith. Reading the Bible can offer 
guidance, wisdom, and a deeper understanding of oneself and one’s relationship with God.  

Think about it. This could be a rare opportunity to truly make a difference in the quality of life for these 
Christians seeking stronger connections with the Lord. Yes, it’s volunteer work, but the benefits are 
heavenly. 

Let’s talk. Call Dave Kitchel at 612-805-7200 and/or e-mail him at dave.kitchel@gmail.com. 

Issue #9September 2025

Page 4Monthly Newsletter of The Well

https://haumc.org/2026-baiwalla-campaign-kickoff/
mailto:dave.kitchel%40gmail.com?subject=


upcoming events

Looking for community, connection, or a fresh start this fall?  
Come see what The Well is all about—fun, casual, all-ages, and zero pressure.

What to Expect:
• 30+ Small Groups – Find your people and passions.
• Family-Friendly Fun – Bounce house, games, prizes, and interactive booths.
• Free Food & Great Conversations – Gather in the fellowship hall.
• Two Worship Options – 9:00 AM (Traditional) & 10:30 AM (Contemporary).
• Door Prize Drawing at 12:45 PM – Just for showing up!

Come as you are. Bring a friend. Everyone’s welcome. Questions? info@thewellmn.church

SEPTEMBER 7 | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM | The Well, a United Methodist Church

YOU’RE INVITED!
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ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers will meet on 
Monday, September 22 (4th Monday), 
at 5:30pm in The Fellowship Hall to 
discuss the book “The Foxhole Victory 
Tour” by Amy Lynn Green.   Everyone is 
invited to attend.

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
If you are interested in creating greeting cards, join us on 
the 4th Monday of each month EXCEPT Dec. We enjoy 
the fellowship of others with similar interests for a nominal 
$3. We take home 3 cards and share the demonstrating 
responsibilities, so we can keep the cost reasonable. 
Contact Pat Roberts at 651-491-2988 for a list of basic 
supplies to bring. 

THE PIECEMAKERS 
The Piecemakers invite you to join our quilting group every 
Wednesday from 9-noon in the Fellowship Hall.  No sewing 
experience is necessary! There is an informal informational 
meeting at 10:30 where we share conversations, fellowship, 
delicious treats, and coffee. 

Above is a picture of one of two quilts and of some of the 
quilters who represented The Well at the Dakota County Fair 
on August 6th.  

Contact DeeAnn Reihsen, deereihsen@gmail.com.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT 
Need a date night? Have 
errands to run? Check out 
Parents’ Night Out! The 
Well offers childcare once a 
month on Friday nights led 
by The Well nursery staff and 
qualified volunteers to take 
extra special care of your 

children from 5:30-9pm. Pack your kids a dinner to eat 
with friends and get them ready to enjoy a themed night of 
crafts, gym time, play time and more to keep them busy. 
The Parents’ Night Out team is looking forward to hanging 
out with your kids! Register Here.

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday 
of each month at 1:00 PM. Our September meeting 
will be Monday, September  22, in room D120. 
Group focus: This group shares a devotional time, 
fellowship, and service projects for God’s Discovery 
Kids Preschool.  
Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at 
2:30 PM for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join 
in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship. We will not 
meet if it is raining or if the heat index is above 
90 degrees.

Sept 7: Whitetail Woods, Farmington 
Sept 14: Diamond Path Elementary, Apple Valley
Sept 21: Rich Valley Athletic Complex, Inver 
Grove Heights
Sept 28: Parkview Elementary School, 
Rosemount

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC 
Facebook Page. To get email updates, contact 
Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&

https://thewellmn.church/parents-night-out/
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kids, youth and family ministries
CONFIRMATION AT THE WELL
Confirmation is an intentional journey of faith exploration.  
It is a stage on a lifelong faith journey, not the beginning 
nor the culmination of it.  

Beginning this school year, Confirmation will be offered to 
any youth in grades 8-12 who have not yet been confirmed.  
Families choose the right time for them and their youth 
to engage in a six-session journey to ask questions of the 
faith, seek answers and learn a system in which they can 
continue to ask and answer questions of the faith as they 
grow as faithful disciples of Jesus. 

An introductory meeting will be held on Sunday, September 28 at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall at The Well.  
Any interested youth and their parents are welcome. 

If you plan to attend, or would like more information about the Confirmation program, please contact Pastor Chad 
(cgilbertson@thewellmn.church). 

JOIN THE FUN WITH THE WELL KIDS  
& YOUTH MINISTRIES!
Discover the vibrant community at The Well where kids 
and youth grow in faith, build friendships, and have tons 
of fun! From engaging activites to meaningful lessons, 
there’s something for everyone.
Want to make a difference?
We’re always looking for enthusiastic adult and youth 
volunteers to help lead, inspire, and create lasting 
memories.Learn more: thewellmn.church/children-youth-
ministries 

Ready to get involved? 
Contact Martha Leander at mleander@thewellmn.church 
and DeAnna Dmytrasz at DDmytrasz@thewellmn.church. 

HELP US GROW!
One of the best ways to help our church thrive is by inviting others in. This month, consider:
•	 Inviting a friend or neighbor to worship—a friend, neighbor, coworker, or family member who might be looking for 

connection or a fresh start.
•	 Spreading the word about our amazing GDK Preschool —helps our young children grow in knowledge, creativity, 

and kindness, all in a nurturing, faith-based environment.

A simple invitation can make a big difference!
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

DeAnna Dmytrasz
Youth Coordinator
ddmytrasz@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld
Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson 
Lead Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Director of GDK Preschool, 
x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children’s Ministries,
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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