August 2025

L' a United Methodist Church

HOPE

/ Vo ISSUENO. 8

- g \\1

K¢ ' BT
,.. ‘%,% = )

&

rl

/'/r,.'r'

“Let all who take refuge in you (God) rejoice;

let them ever sing for joy .”
— Psalm 5:11

Inside thiS Issue FACES OF FAITH SERMON SERIES: JUNE 15 - AUGUST 31
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»  Kids, Youth & Family MiniStrieS.................... 8 play a role in shaping God’s story of redemption and grace. May

P FiNANCIAl REPOI.rrvurerereerererereseesessessssesssnssaneees 9 they awaken us to the faces of our faith in our world today. May they
» Stay CONNECed....cccvcerveercreecrieeeeeeeee e 10 encourage us to know that no action is ever too small to make a

difference
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

Life is fragile.

A routine visit to the doctor reveals a cancer that has been hidden.

While driving, a car runs a stop sign and strikes our car, causing injury and damage to our
vehicle.

Even with all of the advances in medical knowledge, some illnesses or diseases remain
untreatable, and loved ones die at an early age.

| What are we to do in the midst of such fragility? Where do we go? To whom can we turn?
i While there is likely no perfectly satisfactory answer to questions like these, | have found

| &y solace in the Psalms.

Let all who take refuge in you (God) rejoice; let them ever sing for joy.
- Psalm 5:11

I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. | will sing to the Lord, because he has
dealt bountifully with me.
- Psalm 13:5-6

You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
- Psalm 30:11

I lift my eyes to the hiils - from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and
earth.
- Psalm 121:1-2

In these Psalms, we are reminded that - in all times and in all places - God is with us. And if God is with us, with
God’s help we will find help and hope. Our mourning will turn to dancing, and - in time - everything will be OK once
again.

Jason DeFord is a Tennessee-born rapper, singer, and songwriter. You may be more familiar with his stage name:
Jelly Roll. He doesn’t claim to be a Christian artist, but the messages in many of his songs lean in that direction.
Perhaps that’s because DeFord has experienced the transformative power of God’s grace.

Jelly Roll sings of the help and hope we can find when we turn to God in a song entitled “I'm Not OK.” Here are the
opening words to that song;:

I am not okay, I’'m barely getting by

I’'m losing track of days and losing sleep at night

I am not okay, I'm hanging on the rails

So if I say I'm fine just know I learned to hide it well

I know, | can’t be the only one who’s holding on for dear life
But God knows, | know when it’s all said and done

I’'m not okay, but it’s all gonna be alright

It’s not okay, but we’re all gonna be alright

Life is fragile. Life is hard. Butin the midst of it all, God is with us. And when God is with us, “it's all gonna be
alright.”

In Faith,
Pastor Chad
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH .

Mission F Alaska Child and Famil . ’ Unlted
ISSION FOCUS: AlaSKa Ia an amily A NN 4

From the Daily Prayer Guide 2025, United Women in V- NN WO men

Faith’s mission giving supports vital work like that of ‘ . i N FCI it h

Alaska Child and Family. One student preparing to
graduate from the program shares:

“I've learned so much while I've been at AK Child and Family. Maybe the biggest lesson is that honesty is key. If you
can’t be honest with your mom, dad, or friend—how can you be honest with yourself?

A really big thing for me is that my relationship with my dad is way better now. Before | came here, it was horrible.
We’d just joke around because if we tried to talk about anything serious, we’d end up yelling. Now, we can talk about
how we feel.

I've forgiven him for how he parented me. | see now that everything he did came from love—and from how he was
raised. | know now my dad loves me, and that’s changed everything.

After treatment, I’'m going back home to my siblings. I'll finish high school, get a job, stay out of trouble, and help my
family. A lot of people want college or riches, but if | have my family, that’s all | want and need.”

Prayer:
Creator God, may your love bridge the gaps in torn families and communities. Bless us with understanding,
compassion, and reconciliation. May bonds be mended and hearts reunited in harmony. Amen.

Save the Date: River Bluffs United Women in Faith Annual Meeting

Saturday, September 13 at Stewartville UMC

Guest Speaker: Brittany Radford, MN Conference Director of Racial Equality and Justice

You are invited to attend alongside Janet Ewing. More details will be shared in the September newsletter.

Learn more:
uwfaith.org/who-we-are
mnconfumw.com
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You can provide children an Education at

Ormsby School in Baiwalla M I SS I O N C

Education is a powerful tool that transforms
lives, strengthens communities, and builds a

brighter future. Yet, for many children in Sierra

Leone, access to quality education remains S I E R RA L E O N E

out of reach due to poverty, lack of resources,
and underfunded schools. That narrative

is changing in the rural village of Baiwalla,
thanks to the Richard Ormsby Secondary
School, a project of OC Ministries Minnesota.

In 2019, the Richard Ormsby Secondary
School opened its doors in Baiwalla. Since
then, generous contributions from members
and friends of Hennepin Avenue UMC have
played a crucial role in the school’s growth and
success. These gifts are directly improving the
lives of hundreds of children, their families,
and the entire Baiwalla community.

OCMINISTRIES

Your gift makes a real difference. Read more about this important mission and donate!
https://haumc.org/2026-baiwalla-campaign-kickoff,

STEP INTO YOUR CALLING. CO-LEAD AN ADULT BIBLE STUDY

A weekly senior Bible study needs a co-leader. You and the class might be exactly right for each other.
Until recently, the Bible study at Ecumen Seasons in Apple Valley was co-led by four co-leaders. But recent
developments have reduced our number to two, and we need at least one more co-leader.

On Fridays at 9:00, Ecumen residents gather with the study leaders in a comfortable meeting room where
we read the Bible together and discuss the readings for greater understanding of our Lord’s Words.
Discussions are informal, voluntary and interspersed with prayers. This family has studied together for
years, and eagerly welcomes new members.

Bible study is important for older people. It provides spiritual comfort, encourages personal growth, and it
offers a sense of community and purpose. Bible study helps seniors navigate life’s challenges, maintain
mental well-being, and find strength and encouragement through faith. Reading the Bible can offer
guidance, wisdom, and a deeper understanding of oneself and one’s relationship with God.

Think about it. This could be a rare opportunity to truly make a difference in the quality of life for these
Christians seeking stronger connections with the Lord. Yes, it's volunteer work, but the benefits are
heavenly.

Let’s talk. Call Dave Kitchel at 612-805-7200 and/or e-mail him at dave.kitchel@gmail.com.
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Leaders Save Lives

e g nnd

HUMANZI‘M@

Blood Drive

The Well, A United Methodist
Church

Family Life Center
14770 Canada Ave.
Rosemount, MN 55068
Thursday, August 7, 2025
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

American
I/ RedCross

Scan the QR Code to sign up to donate!
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Is your identity safe
from scammers?

Fraud Basic: The Scam
Landscape & Staying Safe

Have you ever been approached with a fraudulent

offer or been a victim of identity theft? This is where

we can help. The AARP Fraud Watch Network is Wednesday
’

working to empower you in the fight, with proven th
resources and tools to help you spot and avoid september 24

identity theft and fraud. 6:00-7:00pm
The Well, a UMC
We’ll explore:
e Common scams and how to spot and avoid them
e Tactics scammers use to target individuals Open to all ages!
e What to do if you or a loved one encounter fraud
¢ Resources to help protect yourself and your family

ABOUT AARP MINNESOTA FIND US ON

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that S
empowers people to choose how they live as they age. 0 @ X m aarp.org/MN
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Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

THE PIECEMAKERS
The Piecemakers continue to meet in the Fellowship Hall
every Wednesday, 9-noon. We enjoy coffee, food, and
fellowship at 10:30. Each week members tie a quilt and
hand-stitch a quilt. No experience is necessary. All are
welcome!

We will be holding a “ quilting bee” at the Dakota County
Fair on August 6th from 9-noon.

The beautiful quilt shown above is hand-stitched. It takes
several months to complete a hand-stitched quilt.

Contact DeeAnn Reihsen, deereihsen@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP

If you are interested in creating greeting cards, join us on
the 4th Monday of each month EXCEPT Dec. We enjoy
the fellowship of others with similar interests for a nominal
$3. We take home 3 cards and share the demonstrating
responsibilities, so we can keep the cost reasonable.
Contact Pat Roberts at 651-491-2988 for a list of basic
supplies to bring.

ALL ARE WELCOME | JOIN US

PICNICS IN THE PARK

Check the schedule on our website or Facebook Events to

find the next scheduled picnic and join us for fun, food, and

connection all summer long!

RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at
2:30 PM for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join
in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship. We will not
meet if it is raining or if the heat index is above
90 degrees.

August 3: East Lake Park, Lakeville

August 10: Cobblestone Lake Park, Apple Valley
August 17: Schwarz Pond Park, Rosemount
August 24: Innisfree Park, Rosemount

August 31: MN Zoo Tiger Lot,Apple Valley

For the latest information, “Like” the RunUMC
Facebook Page. To get email updates, contact

Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

ROSEMOUNT READERS

The Rosemount Readers will meet on
Monday, August 25, at 5:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall to discuss the book
‘The Second Mrs. Astor’ by Shana Abe.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Thursday, August 14", Roberta Hedge will be 91.
20150 Highview Ave. #315

Lakeville, MN 55044

Thursday, August 28™, Norm Lidke will be 91.
14396 Embassy Way
Apple Valley, MN 55124
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SUMMER YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE JOIN THE FUN WITH THE WELL KIDS & YOUTH
MINISTRIES!

Discover the vibrant community at The Well where kids
and youth grow in faith, build friendships, and have tons
11 - Simpson Shelter, 4:30-9 PM of fun! From engaging activites to meaningful lessons,
there’s something for everyone.

Want to make a difference?

We’'re always looking for enthusiastic adult and youth
volunteers to help lead, inspire, and create lasting

20 - Picnic, 5:15-7:30 PM memories.

Learn more: thewellmn.church/children-youth-ministries
Ready to get involved?

August
6 - Treasure Hunt, 6-7:30 PM

13 - Picnic, 5:15-7:30 PM

15 - Lock In, 7 PM - 7 AM

27 - Picnic/Outdoor Worship, 5:15-7:30 PM

Contact Martha Leander at mleander@thewellmn.church

31 - Labor Day Weekend Break
and DeAnna Dmytrasz at DDmytrasz@thewellmn.church.

HELP US GROW!

One of the best ways to help our church thrive is by inviting others in. This month, consider:

e Inviting a friend or neighbor to worship—a friend, neighbor, coworker, or family member who might be looking for
connection or a fresh start.

e Spreading the word about our amazing GDK Preschool —helps our young children grow in knowledge, creativity,
and kindness, all in a nurturing, faith-based environment.

A simple invitation can make a big difference!

NEW WELL VIDEO Well Get To Know The We auUMC

We’'re excited to share a new video that captures the
heart of who we are at The Well!

Whether you've been part of our community for years or
you’re just curious about what we’re all about, we invite
you to take a look—and imagine yourself here.

Click the video the right to watch and share it with
someone you’d love to see at The Well.
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The Well
Congregation Update
(Excludes GDK) (Includes GDK)
January - May, January - May,
May 2025 2025 (YTD) May 2025 2025 (YTD)
Income
Operating Fund $ 52,911.33 $ 341,683.52 52,911.33 $ 341,683.52
Designated Funds 1,835.25 21,815.99 1,835.25 21,815.99
GDK Income 36,677.50 177,261.97
Other Income** 5,348.17 (3,383.41) 5,348.17 (3,383.41)
Total Income $ 60,094.75 $§  360,116.10 96,772.25 $ 537,378.07
Expenses
Administration 2543.14 22193.47 2,543.14 2219347
Facilities 13,306.03 107,891.00 13,306.03 107,891.00
GDK Expenses 34,091.14 122,526.30
Human Resources 43,639.71 162,456.81 43,639.71 162,456.81
Ministry & Mission 5,783.87 33,662.44 5,783.87 33,662.44
Apportionments* - 32,152.20 - 32,152.20
Total Expenses $ 65272.75 §  358,355.92 99,363.89 $ 480,882.22
Net Income $ (5,178.00) $ 1,760.18 (2,591.64) $ 56,495.85

*May Apportionments paid in April
** Correction to London Bridge Tuition Income
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
& Website — thewellmn.church/watch
f Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn

@ YouTube — https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe — www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:

e EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) - this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to
make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc)

e Online Giving - www.thewellmn.church/giving

e Bill Pay - set up through your bank

e Text Giving - Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.

* QR Code - scan this QR code to access the giving site. —

* Mail - Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box
and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

We
k_,auﬁitedMethodistChurch Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

slaff

Nancy Duren Chad Gilbertson Shellie Larsen Joshua Smith
Administrative Coordinator Lead Pastor, x214 Bookkeeper, x261 Worship Leader, x235
%201 CGilbertson@thewellmn.church  MLarsen@thewellmn.church jsmith@thewellmn.church
nduren@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson Martha Leander Tina Wollmouth
DeAnna Dmytrasz Director of GDK Preschool, Director of Children’s Ministries, Kids Church Coordinator
Youth Coordinator x217 Organist twollmouth@thewellmn.church
ddmvtrasz@thewellmn.church gdklisa04@gmail.com mleander@thewellmn.church
Emily Feld Emma Jirele Brian Meredyk
Choir Director Director of Communications Virtual Worship Team
efeld@thewellmn.church ejirele@thewellmn.church bmeredyk@thewellmn.church
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