
In the quiet of winter, when the world slows down and snow blankets 
the earth, we are reminded of the stillness where God often speaks 
the loudest. This season invites us to pause, reflect, and listen for His 
presence in the everyday moments of our lives. As we navigate the 
shorter days and colder nights, let us find comfort in the assurance 
that God is with us, offering peace and renewal. Together, let’s 
embrace this time to rest, pray, and prepare our hearts for the growth 
and joy that lies ahead.

FINDING GOD IN THE QUIET

Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.

— Matthew 11:28-30
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
On January 20, 2025, the world watched as a new President was sworn into office.  When 
President Trump took (again) the oath of office, I know (because it always happens with 
the election of a new President) that some people were ecstatic, some were upset, and 
others didn’t have much of an opinion.  

We live in a highly polarized country.  And the things about which we are polarized 
are many.  How are we to live through the next four years?  How are we to live for 
the next forty years?  I think that if we are to find a pathway that leads us to a more 
peaceful existence, it will involve finding points of common agreement.  Amid our vast 
disagreements, what can we agree upon?

As a response to this question, I turn to the founder of the Methodist movement, John Wesley.  Something Wesley 
once said can be informative and helpful in times like these, if we allow the words to take heart: “Though we cannot 
think alike, may we not love alike?  May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion?  Without all 
doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.”

And what does this love look like, the love to which we are all called?  The apostle Paul writes this in 1 Corinthians 
13 (The Message):

“Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always ‘me first,’
Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t’ keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going until the end.”

Later in that chapter, Paul makes the distinction between the time when we were infants and the time we grew up.  
When we grew up, Paul says, we “left those infant ways for good.”

My hope and prayer is that we can all “grow up” and let go of our childish ways.  I pray that we will, one day, see 
things – like God’s definition of love – clearly.  And I pray that in seeing, we will be moved to live and be a people 
defined by how we “love alike.”  And may it begin with me.

God’s Peace-
Pastor Chad
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announcements

CHURCH KITCHEN UPDATE

Thanks to Janis Hill’s initiative, our church kitchen’s 
tools/equipment have been replenished or upgraded 
with $735 of Pampered Chef items for our cost of $9. 
That $735 is the hostess benefit from the sales of our 
congregation members’ personal purchases. It’s a 
win- win situation for our own kitchens and our church 
kitchen. Thanks to our congregation, to Janis, and to 
Terri, Janis’ Pampered Chef consultant, for making this 
happen!

UWIF UPDATES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Funeral and Memorial Receptions
The United Women in Faith coordinate Funeral and 
Memorial Receptions, providing a vital service to grieving 
families. They also supply Upper Room Devotionals, 
Care Notes, and study Bibles for Confirmation students. 
Partial scholarships for church camps or mission trips, 
for both youth and adults, are available through their 
support.

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to Wes Hasbrouck’s 
memorial service. Volunteers are 
always appreciated for tasks such as 
calling for workers, food donations, 
serving, clean-up, dishwashing, or 
being a kitchen leader. If you’re 
willing to help, please contact Pat 
Roberts.

Canning Jars Reminder
Please continue returning canning jars and jar rings 
to the shelves just inside the kitchen door from the 
coatroom. These jars are reused for many years.

2025 Holiday Bazaar
Mark your calendars! 
The 2025 Holiday Bazaar 
will be held on Saturday, 
November 22. 

Preparations will take place 
on Thursday, November 20 
and Friday, November 21.

UWIF FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
2024 Income
•	 Holiday Bazaar: $13,000+
•	 Funerals: $3,025
•	 Quilt Sales (non-Bazaar): $200

2024 Expenses 
•	 Quilt Supplies: $665
•	 Machine Quilting: $436
•	 Upper Room Devotionals: $574
•	 Office/Postage: $197
•	 Bazaar and Canning: $938
•	 Funerals: $660
•	 Wednesday Dinner: $702

2024 Donations
•	 360 Resource Center: $2,400
•	 SALT (Senior Education): $300
•	 Mobility Worldwide: $2,000
•	 The Well Capital Campaign: $5,000
•	 The Well Refrigerator: $2,000

2025 Early Distributions (from 2023 Income)
•	 GDK: $2,000
•	 Mobility Carts: $1,000
•	 Josiah Ministry (Greg Strock): $500
•	 The Well Parking Lot: $578

ADVENT GIVING TOTALS

Thank you for your incredible generosity during Advent 
Giving! Here are the final totals:

Mobility Worldwide: $2,829.26
UMCOR (Hurricane Relief): $1,940.00
Josiah Venture: $2,989.24
Food Shelf: $4,445.87 (combined pounds and dollars)

Thank you for living out our mission to serve others with 
love and compassion. Your giving changes lives—near 
and far.
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upcoming events
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Sunday, February 2nd
Bettilou Lindell will be 97.
600 Greenhaven Dr. #305
Burnsville, MN 55306

Friday, February 14th
Mari VanKleek will be 91.
12741 Bolivia Ave W
Rosemount, MN 55068

Sunday, February 23rd
Vi Eslinger will turn 95.
14625 Pennock Ave #A3
Apple Valley, MN 55124

2025 GARAGE SALE!
Get ready for our 2025 
Garage Sale—a beloved 
tradition that benefits our 
community, local charities, 
and our congregation!

Set-Up Begins: Saturday, May 17, at 10:00 AM
Donation Drop-Off: Sunday, May 18, after 4:00 PM
Sale Dates: Monday, May 19, through Friday, May 23

Now is the perfect time to start gathering items for 
donation! Whether you’re available for set-up, sorting, 
cashiering, providing lunches, or clean-up, there’s a role 
for everyone.

For more information or to sign up, please contact:
•	 Julie Bierbaum: (612) 703-1574 | jabierbaum1@

yahoo.com
•	 Muriel Barnes: (651) 423-3790
•	 Pat Peterson: (651) 423-4278 | petersonbobpat@

gmail.com
•	 Janet Ewing: (952) 431-7751 | janete9@charter.net

VOLUNTEER AT FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
Join us for a meaningful group volunteer session at 
Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) in Eagan! Together, 
we’ll pack meals to support children around the world.

When: Saturday, February 22, 9:15–11:15 am
Where: FMSC Eagan, 990 Lone Oak Rd, Suite 136

Sign up in the narthex or contact Shari Christian for 
more information. Let’s make a difference together!

Issue #2February 2025

Page 4Monthly Newsletter of The Well



FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will meet on 
Tuesday, February 4th at 6:30 PM at The 
Well to discuss the book ‘The Ways We 
Hide” by Kristina McMorris.

ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers Book club will 
meet on Monday, February 24th at 5:30 
PM in the Fellowship Hall at The Well 
to discuss the book ‘The Husbands” by 
Holly Gramazio. New book club members 
are welcome!

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

PIECEMAKERS 
The Piecemakers Quilting Group meets on Wednesdays 
from 9:00 AM to noon in the Fellowship Hall, with a coffee 
break at 10:30 AM. New visitors and fabric donations are 
always welcome!

2024 Achievements
•	 Attendance: 15–22 participants weekly.
•	 Completed Quilts: 2 hand-quilted and 62 tied (15 

Children’s, 9 Throws, 19 Twins, 5 Doubles, 9 Queens, 
5 Kings).

•	 Holiday Bazaar Sales: 38 quilts sold.
•	 Donations:

•	 Rosemount Resource Center: 5 children’s quilts.
•	 Rosemount Senior Living: 3 quilts.
•	 Emma Norton: 12 quilts.
•	 Rosemount and Farmington Fire/Police 

Departments: 7 quilts.
•	 Bridging: 4 quilts.
•	 Foster Together: 3 quilts.
•	 Special circumstances at The Well: Several quilts.

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of 
each month at 1:00 PM. Our January meeting will be 
Monday, February 24, in room D120. Group focus: This 
group shares a devotional time, fellowship, and service 
projects for God’s Discovery Kids Preschool. 
Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

SUPPORT THE ROSEMOUNT RESOURCE 
CENTER
The Rosemount Resource Center continues to serve 
families in need this winter, and you can help! They 
are seeking new or gently used winter coats, hats, 
and gloves in sizes for toddlers to teens. They are also 
in need of non-perishable food items - see the list of 
their most needed items here.

If you have items to donate, please drop them off 
during regular hours at the Resource Center. Thank 
you for sharing warmth and care with our community 
this season!
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays 
at 2:30 pm for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. 
Join in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship. 
We will not meet if the windchill is below 20° 
or if the surfaces are unsafe. 

Meeting Locations:
February 2: Cobblestone Lake Park, Apple 
Valley
February 9: Minnesota Zoo - Tiger Lot, Apple 
Valley
February 16: East Lake Park, Lakeville
February 23: Diamond Path Elementary 
School, Apple Valley

For the latest information, “Like” the 
RunUMC Facebook Page. To get updates 
through email, contact Dawn Dibley at 
dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&

mailto:dibley.dawn%40gmail.com?subject=
https://360communities.org/food-drive/our-needs/
https://360communities.org/food-drive/our-needs/


kids, youth and family ministries

GDK NEWS 
Many years ago, GDK started celebrating the 
importance of showing kindness during the holiday 
season of Valentine’s Day.  After all, isn’t being 
kind a form of love?  This beautiful tradition has 
since grown into a year round opportunity to teach 
our students the impact of being kind. We love to 
spread kindness like confetti down our hallway!  It 
can be as simple as sharing a toy, comforting a sad 
friend, giving a compliment, etc.  We also like to 
show our friends that being kind makes your own 
heart smile.  How amazing is that? The power of 
kindness is filled with so much love!

We are extremely proud and excited to share that our registration for the 25/26 school year is off to an amazing 
start!  Thank you for spreading the word about your Church’s wonderful preschool program.  Limited spots are still 
available, so if you know someone who is interested, please have them contact us. How blessed we are to continue 
to have the opportunity to teach more children in the love and kindness of Jesus!

Be on the lookout for summer camp information coming out during the month of February!  

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old – elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!
Date: February 21st

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)
Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each  
additional child from the same family.  
(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the 
same family, etc.)

PNO sign up!

JOIN THE FUN WITH THE WELL KIDS & YOUTH MINISTRIES!
Discover the vibrant community at The Well where kids and youth 
grow in faith, build friendships, and have tons of fun! From engaging 
activites to meaningful lessons, there’s something for everyone.

Want to make a difference?
We’re always looking for enthusiastic adult and youth volunteers to 
help lead, inspire, and create lasting memories.
Learn more: thewellmn.church/children-youth-ministries
Ready to get involved? Contact Martha Leander at 
mleander@thewellmn.church
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financial report

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL UPDATE
* $7,976 reduced mortgage expense per month started in April
** Excludes mortgage campaign
*** Any shortfall is covered by excess cash the church had in its reserves
**** Includes mortgage campaign
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

DeAnna Dmytrasz
Youth Coordinator
ddmytrasz@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld
Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson 
Lead Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Interim Director of GDK 
Preschool, x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children’s Ministries,
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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