
Sometimes we need to receive permission to 
hear that there are some things in your life 
that you can fix – and some things that you 
cannot. And it’s OK that life isn’t always better. 
Rest in the encouragement to strive for what is 
possible today – while recognizing that though 
we are finite, the life in front of us – the “good 
enough” life – can be beautiful.

EMBRACING IMPERFECTION

For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

— Matthew 6:21
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
On August 11, 1755, it is believed that the very first Covenant Service in the Methodist 
movement was held. John Wesley would say of that service, “It was, as usual, a time of 
remarkable blessing.”

The Covenant Service in the Methodist tradition is focused around the Covenant Prayer, 
where worshippers are reminded that we are to put away false idols and not give into 
temptation. The prayer acknowledges that God is One, and invites us to recommit our 
lives to Jesus Christ and his teachings.

In the invitation to the Service, worshippers are informed of the commitment made 
through the Covenant Prayer. We pray:

Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: put me to doing, put me to suffering, let me be 
employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing. I 
freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.

For Wesley, this was the kind of commitment he was seeking from those who claimed a connection to the Methodist 
movement.

Today, the same kind of passion and commitment is needed. But today, we understand that our context is different. 
Today, we offer ourselves perhaps more grace, with the knowledge that, while our commitment to Christ and His 
Church is important, we don’t have to be perfect in order to express and live it. We can be “good enough.”

This idea of “good enough” was the inspiration for a book of blessings written by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie. The 
subtitle to the book is: 40ish Devotions for A Life of Imperfection.

Imperfect…that’s what we are. But if we can wrap our heads around the idea of “good enough,” we can accept the 
reality that there are some things in our lives and the world that we can fix, and some things we can’t. And that’s OK.

Beginning in the second half of January, this book – “Good Enough” – will serve as the inspiration for a new sermon 
series. From January 19 through the last Sunday in February, we’ll discover together the truth, beauty, and meaning 
that can be discovered amid the chaos of life. Together we’ll rest in the encouragement to strive for what is possible 
today – while recognizing that though we are finite, the life in front of us can be beautiful.

Receive Kate Bowler’s “Blessing for a Joyfully Mediocre Journey”:

Blessed are you who realize there is simply not enough - time, money, resources.
Blessed are you who are tired of pretending that raw effort is the secret to perfection. It’s not. And you know that 
now.
Blessed are you who need a gentle reminder that even now, even today, God is here, and somehow, that is good 
enough.

Blessings on the journey into the New Year -
Pastor Chad

Issue #1January 2025

Page 2Monthly Newsletter of The Well



announcements
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
The Holiday Bazaar was a big success in 2024! The Well 
members and friends contributed their time and talents 
in many ways. Community guests enjoyed shopping, 
sharing coffee with friends, and savoring a tasty lunch. An 
impressive $13,000 was raised! The United Women in 
Faith/Piecemakers will use these funds to support projects 
within The Well, as well as local, state, and national causes, 
and to respond to emergencies. Your feedback and comments regarding the bazaar are welcome. Contact Pat 
Roberts, DeeAnn Reihsen, or Janet Ewing.

Please consider volunteering for 2025 in one of the top leadership positions! Janet will be stepping down from her 
role, and ideally, these positions would rotate every three years. Contact any of us for more information. Thanks to 
those who consistently serve in the same areas each year—your dependability is much appreciated. Many volunteers 
have shared that it’s fun!

Thank you for returning the canning jars and jar rings to the shelves just inside the kitchen door near the coat room. 
These jars, especially, are reused for many years.

Mark your calendars now for 2025: The Holiday Bazaar will take place on Saturday, November 22, with 
preparations happening on Thursday, November 20, and Friday, November 21.

National Mission Institutions include nearly 90 organizations across the United States. These community-based 
social service agencies were exclusively founded by women in the 19th century to serve marginalized communities 
and populations. United Women in Faith continue to support these institutions, which empower women, care for 
children, support seniors, educate youth, provide housing for domestic violence survivors, and offer residences for 
children and youth with special needs.

Emma Norton Services in St. Paul has been one of these institutions for over 100 years and continues to evolve 
with the times. In May, they opened a new residential site and organizational headquarters at 2265 Hillcrest Ave., 
St. Paul (part of the former Ford plant site). Emma Norton also provides supportive services for Emma’s Place and a 
scattered-site housing program. For more information, visit emmanorton.org.

“Restoring Waters,” their supportive new housing development, serves more than 60 individuals and small families, 
many of whom have experienced homelessness, mental illness, or chemical dependency. The building incorporates 
key principles of trauma-informed design: dignity and independence, safety and privacy, inviting spaces, and a sense 
of stability and security.  Information sourced from response magazine (Nov/Dec 2024) and the Emma Norton 
newsletter The Journey Home (Fall 2024). Emma Norton’s mission: “Connecting people to transformational housing 
and growth on their journey to recovery.”
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announcements

Poinsettias Given By
Paula Posey

Marsha & David Osborn
Linda & Tom Montgomery
Kris & Steven Anderson

Poinsettias Given in Honor
Celebrating Our Family by Wendy & Frank Wagner

Our 6 Wonderful Grandkids by Kerry & Shel Manthei
Our Grandchildren by Barb & Brad Bergner

Our Grandchildren: Martin & Charlie by Deb & Malcolm Basurto
Our Grandchildren by Nancy & Lowell Larson

Grandparents by Carrie & Josh Smith

Poinsettias Given in Memory
Catherine Bortz by Diane Cartwright

Jennie & Bob Scherzer by Marcy Zauner
Janet Everts by Lisa & Ryan Krieg & Family

Our Parents by Lisa & Jeff Ellis
Mom & Dad by, Jane & Brian Hubbard
Wayne Dale Wooden by Wilma Wooden

Dale Snesrud by Nancy, Shannon & Neal Snesrud
Loved Ones by Laurie & Bruce Horner

Cindy Boals by Jerry Boals and Lori & Dick Nash
Marvin Reihsen by DeeAnn Reihsen
Loved Ones by Debbie & Mike Evans
Marvelle Sorlie by Janet & Jay Sorlie

Don Kurth by Lee Kurth
Parents by Sandra & Tom Smith
Loved Ones by Barbara Carlson

George & Jack Rehm by Karen, Ken, Michael & Justin Laidlaw
Loved Ones by The Pherson Family

Elaine & Darla Lidke by Norman & Mark Lidke
Our Parents by Elvi & Jim Frisbee
Nancy Wilburn by Ronald Wilburn

My Parents: Evelyn & Ray by Sandy Elliot
Vivki Reding by Bob, Buddy & Amanda

Parents: Marge & Ralph Zeigler by Barb Wetzel
Floyd, Luetta Pearl Skinner & Ralph & Shirley Dea by Bill, LaVonne, Kole & Lisa Dea

Our Parents: Amy & Arden Ebert & Florence & Howard Fleetwood
by Barb Ebert & Ron Fleetwood

Our Parents by Linda & John Shirley
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upcoming events
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Monday, January 6th
Beverly Solinger will be 94.
14567 Florissant Path #207
Apple Valley, MN 55124

Friday, January 10th
Muriel Barnes will be 90.
3586 149th St. W
Rosemount, MN 55068

Wednesday, January 29th
Jane Lindemuth will turn 95.
14195 Akron Ave.
Rosemount, MN 55068

1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org
Download the Blood Donor App

©2016 The American National Red Cross 

Give blood. Help save lives.

Blood Drive  
The Well, A United Methodist 

Church  
 

Fellowship Hall 
14770 Canada Ave. 

Rosemount, MN 55068 
 

Thursday, January 9, 2025 
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: The Well to schedule 

an appointment.  

Come give Jan. 1-26 to automatically be entered for a chance to 
win an exciting trip for you & a guest to Super Bowl LIX in New 

Orleans! Includes travel, hotel, $1,000 gift card, pre-game 
activities & more! Terms apply; visit 

RedCrossBlood.org/SuperBowl.  

 
Scan to be directed to 

RapidPass® 

 
Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 
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REGISTER NOW FOR GDK & LONDON BRIDGE!
Don’t wait—registration for the 2025/2026 school year is 
here! God’s Discovery Kids (for ages 3 to 5) and London 
Bridge (for 2-year-olds) offer incredible programs that 
fill up fast. Spread the word to your family, friends, and 
neighbors!

Priority Registration for members of The Well and 
current families starts Monday, January 6, and ends 
Thursday, January 16. Public Registration opens 
Thursday, January 23.

Want to secure your spot early? Schedule a tour with 
us before registration begins and receive a registration 
number!

For details or to schedule a tour, contact Lisa Gilbertson 
at 651-423-4127 or gdklisa04@gmail.com. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to give your child a great start!
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upcoming events

RULE OF CHRIST TRAINING
You are invited to a Rule of Christ Training/ Workshop 
Event - A Christian life-equipping tool for every part of your 
life! January 25th, 9:00 AM - Noon, Sanctuary

This Rule of Christ Training/Workshop Event will share 
the process for working through conflicted situations 
based on the scripture of Matthew 18. All of us run into 
conflict, whether it is created by a misunderstanding, or 
misinformation. We can all use help to better navigate 
through the rough times. Wouldn’t it be great to have a 
step by step Christian life tool for working through these 
difficult issues? 

We invite ALL older youth and adults of the church to 
attend this 3-hour training. This individual, family, work, 
school, and church life-equipping tool will better prepare 
you for life!

WELCOME TO THE WELL
Are you interested in 
becoming a member of 
The Well, or learning 
more about The Well?

You are invited to Welcome to The Well (WTTW), Sunday 
January 19th, 11:30am – 1:00pm.

WTTW is a small group for those interested in learning 
about membership at The Well.  Participants gather to 
get to know one another and learn about the ministry of 
The Well. A light lunch will be served. For those who may 
need it, childcare will be available. 

Led by Pastor Chad, Jim Dibley and Andy Schletz, the 
focus will be on the story of Jesus meeting the woman 
at the well, and reviewing the membership vows. The 
group will be able to ask questions and the process of 
joining the church will be discussed. At the conclusion, 
you can decide if you would like to become a member 
of The Well. For those wanting to join the church, we 
will celebrate and introduce new members to the 
congregation on January 26th. 

If you want to transfer your membership from another 
United Methodist Church and want the opportunity to 
say the vows with the group, you are invited to attend 
WTTW and/or participate on Membership Sunday. 

Please prayerfully consider if you are interested 
in joining us in Welcome to The Well. An RSVP is 
appreciated for planning and for childcare.  Please 
contact Nancy Duren in the church office at nduren@
thewellmn.church or 651-423-2475.

We hope that you can join us for an opportunity to learn 
more about The Well!

COME AND SEE!
Beginning January 5, The 
Adult Bible Class is hosting 
free showings of the entire 
first four seasons of “The 
Chosen.” And it’s Free!

When: Sunday mornings at 
10:20 AM
Where: Choir Room 
downstairs

For more information - 
Dave Kitchel: 612-805-7200, dave.kitchel@gmail.com
Mark Moffitt: 952-797-6889, bizmark@comcast.net
Darryl Dille: 952-432-2482, ddille@hotmail.com
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES RESUME
Join us as Wednesday night dinners and activities resume 
on January 8th. Come for a delicious meal and stay for 
fellowship, learning, and fun for all ages. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will meet on 
Tuesday, January 7th at 6:30 PM at The 
Well to discuss the book ‘Oath and Honor” 
by Liz Cheney.

ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers Book club will 
meet on Monday, January 27th at 5:30 
PM in the Fellowship Hall at The Well 
to discuss the book ‘The Rosemount 
Project” by Paul Tobin.

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

PIECEMAKERS 
The Piecemakers will meet next on January 8th. We 
will meet in the Fellowship Hall as usual 9:00-noon. We 
still have some quilts left from 2024 so if you know of 
someone who needs a quilt or you personally would like 
to purchase one, please let us know. We make quilts 
throughout the year to sell at the Holiday Bazaar, but we 
also would be happy to make a special quilt during the 
year (t-shirt quilts, new baby quilts, graduation quilts, 
wedding or shower gift quilts, etc.).
You do not have to be a member of The Well to join us. 
You do not need special skills to work on our projects. 
Come any Wednesday and check us out. Coffee and 
treats are served at 10:30. Contact DeeAnn Reihsen, 
deereihsen@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
Cardmaking small group meets on the 4th Monday 
of each month except in December.  Our next date 
is Jan 27 @ 7pm. Please bring your basic supply 
kit. There is a $1 per card cost (we usually make 3 
cards) payable to the demonstrators. By taking turns 
demonstrating, we can keep the cost to a minimum.   
For more information, contact Pat Roberts at 
651-491-2988.

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of 
each month at 1:00 PM. Our January meeting will be 
Monday, January 27, in room D120. Group focus: This 
group shares a devotional time, fellowship, and service 
projects for God’s Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn 
Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com.
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays 
at 2:30 pm for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. 
Join in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship. 
We will not meet if the windchill is below 20° 
or if the surfaces are unsafe. 

Meeting Locations:
January 5th: Cobblestone Lake Park, Apple 
Valley
January 12th: Minnesota Zoo - Tiger Lot, 
Apple Valley
January 19th: East Lake Park, Lakeville
January 26th: Central Park, Rosemount

For the latest information, “Like” the 
RunUMC Facebook Page. To get updates 
through email, contact Dawn Dibley at 
dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&

mailto:deereihsen%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dibley.dawn%40gmail.com?subject=


kids, youth and family ministries

MEET DEANNA DMYTRASZ - YOUTH COORDINATOR
My name is DeAnna Dmytrasz and I am excited to join the staff at The Well as 
the Youth Coordinator.  I have worked in church settings for more 15 years with 
the majority of that time leading children (birth to sixth grade) and volunteers.  I 
have enjoyed working with teens as volunteers in the children’s ministry and as a 
mentor for the Confirmation program.  I have a degree in Liberal Arts and in Early 
Childhood Education.  I am new-ish to the Rosemount area and am a recent 
empty nester!  I have two children, Finn and Katie.  Both live in southern MN and 
we get together frequently for game nights, dinner, live music and shopping!  I 
have several special children & teens that I have looked after (and prayed for!) 
through the foster care system.   I look forward to connecting with the teens at 

The Well and in the Rosemount Community.  I am committed to creating a welcoming space where teens can explore 
their faith, build meaningful relationships and discover the tools needed to navigate lifes challenges.

GDK NEWS 
It may be January, but the 
joyous celebrations of the 
Christmas season still fill 
the hearts and minds of 
our staff and students!  
How truly blessed we are to 

teach and celebrate with our littles the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. May the love of the Christmas season still fill 
your hearts as we begin another year! January will bring a 
lot of cold learning fun as we dive into the magic of cold 
and snow! Sensory bins will be filled with snow, science 
experiments will involve melting of ice, art experiences 
will be filled with spray painting snow, stories about polar 
animals will be read, and of course building of  snowmen 
outside. The temps may be cold outside, but we will be 
kept warm with lots of creative play and hands-on learning 
every day! May you all be blessed in the New Year!   

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old – elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!
Date: January 10th

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)
Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each  
additional child from the same family.  
(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the 
same family, etc.)

PNO sign up!

LONDON BRIDGE
Registration begins for the 2025-2026 London 
Bridge school year on January 6th, 2025. This class, 
designed for the 2-year-old child, consists of a nursery 
rhyme-filled curriculum filled with music, art, literature, 
socialization, and movement. Class meets on Friday 
mornings, 9:30-noon in Room E139, September 
2025-May 2026. Cost is $75 per month, plus a one-
time, non-refundable $40 registration fee. Enrollment 
is limited to 18 children. Register online at https://
thewellmn.church/london-bridge/ Children must be 
2 years old by October 31, 2025. Questions? Contact 
Gina Penn at tapper29@yahoo.com.
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financial report

OCTOBER FINANCIAL UPDATE
* $7,976 reduced mortgage expense per month started in April
** Excludes mortgage campaign
*** Any shortfall is covered by excess cash the church had in its reserves
**** Includes mortgage campaign
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

DeAnna Dmytrasz
Youth Director
ddmytrasz@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld
Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson 
Lead Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Interim Director of GDK 
Preschool, x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children’s Ministries,
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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