L' a United Methodist Church

December 2024

e

&Y weary world

PROMISE

w,

X
:
- ! 137 575 7 7
&5 A Lo ! P .
o FrTiel 2 AL o S e
' 5 s 57
~ o . i s $245 - ’ 4
: ’ ; SB -
" £ £ 5 e384
% ; . ; . #ine v
r [ e a 345 AR P
7

rejoice’

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and
redeemed them.

— Luke 1:68
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SUNDAY, DEC 1 SUNDAY, DEC 8

HOW DOES A WEARY WORLD REJOICE?

Joy is often a companion to many other emotions: grief,
anticipation, anxiety, excitement, disappointment, exhaustion.
Regardless of our circumstances, our joy is rooted in the truth
that we belong to God. This Advent season, we will hold space
for our fatigue and our joy. We will seek a “thrill of hope” in our

weary world. We will welcome joy - even and especially, if like the

prophet Isaiah, we cry out for comfort. In this weary world, may we
find many ways to rejoice.

Special Services:

Christmas Eve Services

Tuesday, December 24th

4 pm (Family Contemporary Service)

9 pm (Candlelight Traditional Service) \

“Worship As One” Service
Sunday, December 29th, 10 am

SUNDAY, DEC 15 SUNDAY, DEC 22 SUNDAY, DEC 29


https://thewellmn.church/advent-2024-at-the-well/
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

This year’s Advent/Christmas theme - How Does A Weary World Rejoice? - is based on
a line in the familiar Christmas song “O Holy Night.” This Advent, we will hold space for
our weariness and our joy. We will seek a “thrill of hope” in our hurting world. We will
welcome joy - even and especially if, like the prophet Isaiah, we cry out for comfort. In
this weary world, may we find many reasons to rejoice.

December 1 - We Acknowledge Our Weariness - As Advent begins, we start by

- acknowledging the weariness, grief, rage, and hopelessness we carry - and we also

, affirm that we are made for joy. This week we will hear the story of Zechariah and
Elizabeth, how they battled infertility and lived many years steadfast in their faith.

"7 Sometimes weariness can harden us and prevent us from living fully. This will be a day to
ask “how long? and plead for restoration.

December 8 - We Find Joy in Connection - In community, our joy expands. When we can’t rejoice, we can carry
each other’s joy. That is what Elizabeth and Mary do for each other. Through the words of the prophet Isaiah, we
hear God speak tender words of comfort; this is the comfort we can give to and receive from each other during this
season.

December 15 - We Allow Ourselves to Be Amazed - After Elizabeth gives birth, her neighbors and family celebrate with
her. When it comes time to name the child, Zechariah affirms the name given by and angel and by Elizabeth. In that
moment of affirming the promise, Zechariah’s speech is restored. Everyone is filled with awe. How often do you
allow yourself to be amazed? Wonder is all around us - do we recognize it?

Thursday, December 19 (7:00pm) - A Worship Service for the Weary - For those who have experienced loss, the joy of
the holiday season can often feel elusive and out of reach. As a result, churches around the world have adopted the
practice of having a “Blue Christmas” or a “Longest Night” service during the Advent season. These services are
designed to provide space for prayer, reflection, and remembrance amidst the twinkle lights and holiday hustle and
bustle. This night, bring your grief and your weariness. Bring your fatigue, and allow yourself a quiet space to reflect
and draw near to God. May you find peace in your journey.

December 22 - We Sing Stories of Hope - As soon as Zechariah’s voice returns, his first words are gratitude and
blessing. He sings a song of praise for God’s protection and promise, and then he showers a blessing on his
newborn son. He sings a story of hope. After Elizabeth proclaims blessings upon Mary, Mary sings: “My soul
magnifies God; my spirit rejoices in God.” Mary sings about a God of liberation who pulls the powerful from their
thrones and lifts up the lowly. Mary sings a story of hope, one in which justice and joy are interwoven. As we
prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth, may we also sing stories of hope, justice, and joy.

December 24 (4pm and 9pm) - Christmas Eve - At these Christmas Eve services, we will hear the familiar and yet
always-new story of Christ’s birth. The 4pm service will be a more “family friendly” service, with a special story
for the youngest of worshippers and a message that will be a bit lighter. At the end of the service, glow sticks will
replace the more traditional candles as we sing and worship together. The 9pm service will be a more traditional
service with a Christmas message, carols, special music by the Choir, and candles.

| hope that you will join us for worship this Advent and Christmas season. We worship on Sunday mornings at
9:00am and 10:30am - in person and online. Christmas Eve services will be held at 4pm and 9pm. Remember,
ALL are welcome, so bring family and friends!
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SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Wednesday, December 18th
Joseph Wondercheck will be 90.
14055 Granite Ave #119

Apple Valley, MN 55124

Monday, December 30th
Jon Hall will be 91.
14610 Garrett Ave #316
Apple Valley, MN 55124
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wpcoming evenls

BLOOD DRIVE -

Mark Your Calendars! u r!i:'.

Blood Drive at The Well UMC !.':Er"r L=

II
Fellowship Hall, Thursday, .
Jan 9, 2025, 1:00 - 7:00pm

E.I

Reserve your time today!!

Winter Events at The Well

2025 FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE

DONATE 2,025 LBS OF FOOD/SUPPLIES OR
DONATE $2,025 TO ROSEMOUNT FAMILY
RESOURCE CENTER BY THE END OF 20241

HYMN SINGS - SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
JOIN US AT 8:45 AM FOR HYMN SINGSI!

GOD’'S DISCOVERY KIDS WINTER ART SHOW -
DECEMBER 5 - 8, NARTHEX

ROSEMOUNT COMMUNITY BAND CHRISTMAS
CONCERT - DEC 8, 4:00 PM, SANCTUARY
HELP RCB RING IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON!

THE WELL CHRISTMAS CONCERT -

DEC 14, 7:00 PM, SANCTUARY

FEATURING THE CHANCEL CHOIR, HANDBELL
CHOIR, AND WORSHIP TEAM

THANK YOU!

T T Ty

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 7PM -

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE

A QUIET TIME OF REFLECTION FOR THOSE WHO ARE
GRIEVING LOSS OR FACING DIFFICULT TRANSITIONS
OR CHALLENGES

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: “A NOT SO SILENT NIGHT”
DEC 22, 9:00AM & 10:30AM SERVICES

A SHORT, FUN, INTERACTIVE PART OF THE

WORSHIP SERVICES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE
* 4:00PM FAMILY CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
* 9:00PM CANDLELIGHT TRADITIONAL SERVICE

“WORSHIP AS ONE” SERVICE - DEC 29, 10:00 AM
ALL ARE INVITED TO WORSHIP TOGETHER AS ONE.
POT LUCK LUNCHEON TO FOLLOW SERVICE.

BRING YOUR APPETITE AND A DISH TO SHARE.

A tremendous note of thanks for the support of our bazaar. It is a church-wide event for the benefit of our whole
church community, so it was particularly rewarding to me to see so many volunteers - new members, members of
long standing who volunteered for the first time, and those who have volunteered for years and years. We had so
many volunteers who worked tirelessly for hours. It takes all of us for an event like this to be successful - those who
donate crafts and baked goods, those who set up the venue and clean up afterwards, those who cook and serve the
food, and those who come to buy and eat. Much goes on for months prior to the event - thanks to all who worked in

this capacity also. -Pat Roberts
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Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB

The Fireside Book club will meet on
Tuesday, December 3™ 6:30 PM at The
Well to discuss the book ‘Last House” by
Jessica Shattuck.

Fo——
HOUSE

ROSEMOUNT READERS
The Rosemount Readers Book Club will not be meeting
in December 2024 due to the holidays. Our next meeting
will be in January 2025. Have a blessed Christmas with
your families.

RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays
at 2:30 pm for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk.
Join in on fitness, fresh air and fellowship.
We will not meet if the windchill is below 20°

or if the surfaces are unsafe.

PIECEMAKERS

In December, the Piecemakers work hard to finish our

projects for 2024. When the Holiday Bazaar is over, we
think about giving away remaining quilts we have made
in 2024. Do you know a deserving organization or person
who would appreciate a quilt? Let us know. We will be
going out for lunch on Dec. 11.

We will continue to meet on Wednesday from 9-noon

in the Fellowship Hall except for Wednesday, 12/25

and Wednesday, 1/1/2025. Contact DeeAnn Reihsen,
deereihsen@gmail.com, with questions, comments on the

Meeting Locations:

December 1st: Cobblestone Lake Park,
Apple Valley

December 8th: East Lake Park, Lakeville
December 15th: Central Park, Rosemount
December 22nd: Diamond Path Elementary
School, Apple Valley

December 29th: No Run UMC and Well
Walkers

Holiday Bazaar, or other information.

For the latest information, “Like” the
RunUMC Facebook Page. To get updates
through email, contact Dawn Dibley at

dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

FAITH IN EDUCATION

Faith in Education meets the third or fourth Monday of
each month at 1:00 PM. Our December meeting will be
Monday, December 16, in room D120. Group focus: This
group shares a devotional time, fellowship, and service
projects for God’s Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn
Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.com. CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP

Cardmaking small group meets on the 4th Monday
of each month except in December. Joinus at 7

PM for fellowship and creation of 3 greeting cards.
Cost is $1 per card, and demonstrating is shared by
members. For more information, contact Pat Roberts
at 651-491-2988.

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT DEC 25 ORJAN 1

Due to Christmas and New Years, there will be no
Wednesday night dinner or activities December 25" or
January 1st.
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old - elementary)

PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!

Date: December 13™

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)

Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each M
additional child from the same family.

(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the
same family, etc.)

GDK NEWS
% \o P As the hustle and bustle of the season is now
4 '
;“‘ \:c' GOO[ S upon us, | want to take a moment to share
I\ D}SCOVCY)’ with you the magic of kindness!
i i Kids We have a Kindness Campaignh at GDK and
Preschool

it is a very big part of what we teach at GDK.

It runs year round, but we love to celebrate it
in special ways during the weeks of National Kindness Day and Valentine’s
Day. | got to witness first hand the joy it brought our students as they saw
how their random acts of kindness made others smile and left an impact on their hearts. Cards were made, cookies
were baked, and treat bags were put together! The children were beaming as they handed out their goodies and
the recipents were touched in such magical ways! | also witnessed kindness as some of the amazing groups here
at The Well shared their kitchen space and took time to interact with our kids. This magic continued at our annual
Friendsgiving feast as we were blessed with having an opportunity to thank some of the special members and
employees of The Well who love and support GDK in so many ways! November was a pretty awesome month!

Christmas Break starts for us on December 18, so we have a jam packed two and a half weeks here at GDK! We
will be starting the month off decorating a very special tree for all of you to see in the narthex. All of the decorations
on it will be made with love by our students. The children have been practicing their songs in preparation for our
Christmas Programs on Thursday night, December 5, and are very excited to perform for their loved ones. They have
also been very busy creating beautiful art for GDK’s Winter Art Show. This wonderful display of creativity will be up
December 5 through December 8, so you will be able to enjoy it, too! We have crazy days planned for our school
days so the kids are able to wear some of their Christmas sweaters, pajamas, and Santa hats. The best part of the
month will be our traditional December Jesus Time when we come together as a school and reinact the very first
Christmas and celebrate the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ! We have been doing this for so many years and it never
fails to have an impact on all of our students and teachers. Everyone at GDK extends a very Merry Christmas to all
of you at The Well! God bless each and everyone of you!

YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group meets on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:15 PM! Join us for an evening of Faith, Fellowship, Food, and Fun
- every week is a new adventure! Note: The Youth at the Well will not meet on December 25 or January 1.
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Jan - September Jan - September
Sep-24 2024 (YTD) Sep-24 2024 (YTD)
Income
Operating Fund 5 5056719 §  476,218.01 & 50,567.19 § 476,218.01
Apportionments 3,861.39 32,162.50 3,861.39 32,162.50
Designated Funds 7.415.51 41,255.06 7.415.51 41,255.06
GDK Income 16,070.55 220,056.80
Other Income* 3,093.42 239 315.75 3,093.42 239 315.75
Total Income 3 6493751 § 78895132 § 8100806 § 1,009,008.12
Expenses
Administration 1,953.57 37.377.83 1,953.57 37, 377.83
Facilities* 16,245.80 4B6,675.15 16,945.80 486,675.15
GDK Expenses 21,686.38 225,363.26
Human Resources 29,358.77 247 B58.36 29,358.77 247 858.36
Ministry & Mission 5,234 .65 40,500.73 5,234 65 40,500.73
Apportionments 2707 85 37,781.15 270785 37.781.15
Total Expenses $ 5620064 $§ B50,193.22 § 7788702 § 1,075556.48
Net Income 3 8,736.87 § (61,241.90) 3,121.04 § (66,548.36)

SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL UPDATE
*YTD Includes 30 Days to Thrive Campaign Income
**YTD Includes Plenum Replacement and Mortgage Principal Paydown
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
& Website — thewellmn.church/watch
f Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn

@ YouTube — https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe — www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:

e EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) - this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to
make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc)

e Online Giving - www.thewellmn.church/giving

e Bill Pay - set up through your bank

e Text Giving - Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.

* QR Code - scan this QR code to access the giving site. —

* Mail - Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box
and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475

ﬁe e offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

k_,auﬁitedMelhodistchurch Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

slaff

Nancy Duren Lisa Gilbertson Martha Leander Tina Wollmouth

Administrative Coordinator Interim Director of GDK Director of Children’s Ministries, Kids Church Coordinator

%201 Preschool, x217 Organist twollmouth@thewellmn.church
nduren@thewellmn.church gdklisa04@gmail.com mleander@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld Emma Jirele Brian Meredyk

Choir Director Director of Communications Virtual Worship Team

efeld@thewellmn.church ejirele@thewellmn.church bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

Chad Gilbertson Shellie Larsen Joshua Smith

Lead Pastor, x214 Bookkeeper, x261 Worship Leader, x235

CGilbertson@thewellmn.church  MLarsen@thewellmn.church jsmith@thewellmn.church
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