
As the leaves change and the air grows crisp, we are reminded that 
change is a natural and beautiful part of God’s creation. Just as 
the trees let go of their leaves, we too are called to release what no 
longer serves us and trust in God’s plan. This season of transition 
invites us to embrace the unknown with faith, knowing that each 
change brings us closer to the abundant life God has promised. 

EMBRACING THE SEASON OF CHANGE

For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.
-Jeremiah 29:11
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
The 3 ‘R’s’ of Election Season

We sing “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year,” referring to Christmas. And it truly is 
a special, exciting season. But I couldn’t imagine singing those words about the season 
that we find ourselves in right now – election season.

Now don’t get me wrong – I am a firm believer (and a big fan) of free and fair elections. 
I’m all about democracy and governance. It’s the process by which we get people into 
these offices - whether they’re local, state, or national – that I dread.

We’ve all experienced it.
•	 The endless barrage of negative campaign ads
•	 The rows and rows of signs lining our streets and highways
•	 The social media posts and (especially) the comments attached to them

Election season seems to bring out the worst in people. Perhaps there’s a reason why some families prohibit talk 
about politics around the dinner table!

But we, the people of God, can model a different kind of behavior. We can demonstrate to our neighbors and friends 
that there is a different way…a better way to act during this season.

Let me suggest we follow 3 R’s:

1. Remember that each and every person we interact with is a beloved child of God. As such, ALL are worthy of our 
kindness and gentleness, even (and perhaps especially) those with whom we disagree.

2. Respect – It’s more than an Aretha Franklin song! It’s a way of being in relationship with one another based on #1. 
It’s also the way Jesus interacted with others. It doesn’t mean that we shy away from having difficult conversations 
with others; it does mean that we treat others with the dignity deserved by all children of God.

3. Resist the temptation to immediately reply to posts on social media that aren’t in line with your particular belief or 
point of view. If you must reply, pause, pray, and then respond, keeping in mind the first two R’s.

We don’t have to agree with everyone on every issue. It is possible to maintain friendships with those who will mark 
a different name on their ballot than you do on yours. Remember what John Wesley said: “Though we may not think 
alike, can we not love alike?”

Remember, respect, and resist. Three ways to keep the love alive in the midst of what some describe as “the most 
un-wonderful time of the year” – election season. As members and friends of The Well, let’s model this different way 
of being.

Peace,
Pastor Chad
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announcements
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
Janet Ewing, President

Holiday Bazaar & Canning Sessions
The canning sessions for the Holiday Bazaar have begun! 
Join us once a week in September, from 8:30 or 9:00 
AM until about noon, depending on fruit and vegetable 
readiness. It’s a fun opportunity to learn something new! If 
you’d like to volunteer, please call Janet at 952-431-7751 
and leave a message. Mark your calendar for the Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, November 23, from 9:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. We’ll also need help with setup and soup-making on Thursday and Friday before the event.

Minnesota Conference of United Women in Faith
Check out the new Minnesota Conference of United Women in Faith website at uwfaithmn.com. Explore topics like 
Social Action, “Where Does the Money Go?”, and “Blessing the Seed.” The site covers many issues to keep you 
informed, help you grow mentally and spiritually, and connect with new people.

Art Supplies Needed for Restoring Waters
Art to Change the World is bringing art classes to Restoring Waters starting in September, and we need your help! 
We’re seeking donations of the following items in usable condition:
•	 Glues and 2-part epoxy
•	 Fiskars scissors
•	 Metal rulers
•	 Small battery-powered drill and bits
•	 Jewelry findings and beads
•	 Frames and art hanging hardware
•	 Good quality brushes/sponges
•	 Exotic fabrics and threads
•	 Good quality watercolor paper, watercolors
•	 Large roll of craft paper (to cover tables)
•	 Tissue paper, Elmer’s glue
•	 Cleaning bucket with eco-friendly cleaners
•	 Canvas boards (11”x17” or 24”x36”)
•	 Empty journals
Please drop off donations at the Welcome Desk with Janet’s name, your name, and phone number. Janet will collect 
them by September 4 and again by September 14.

Annual Fall Gathering: October 5
Join us on Saturday, October 5, 2024, from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM at Centennial UMC (1524 Co. 
Rd. C2 West) in Roseville for the United Women in Faith Annual Fall Gathering. The agenda 
includes discussions on climate justice and environmental racism, with guest speaker Ilka Vega, 
the Executive for Economic and Environmental Justice at UWFaith National. Our guest speaker, 
Executive for Economic and Environmental Justice at UWFaith National Ilka Vega (pictured), 
will present an overview of the Just Energy for All campaign, its achievements over the past six 
years, and how our organization is addressing environmental racism. She is originally from El 
Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico borderlands. She has worked on human rights and social justice issues for 
over 10 years. She holds bachelor’s degrees in Sustainability, Culture, and Social Justice as well as in Business from 

Issue #9September 2024

Page 3Monthly Newsletter of The Well

http://uwfaithmn.com


announcements
Southwestern University. She also has a Master of Science in Innovation, Human Development, and Sustainability 
from the University of Geneva. She has collaborated with different UN and international organizations including the 
Office of the High Commission for Human Rights and the 2050Today initiative in Geneva, Switzerland. She served 
for 5 years as part of the UWFaith Charter for Racial Justice Support Team and worked with Hope Border Institute 
providing support and advocacy for asylum seekers in the US Mexico border. 

Also joining us will be a presenter from Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light to 
talk about how our churches can become Certified Climate Justice Congregations. 
They are communities of faith and spiritual practice that are committed to living 
out their faith and values through effective and sustained action on climate 
justice. Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light’s (MNIPL) certification program 
is a year-long process that provides resources and support that helps faith 
communities gain the focus and skills to galvanize their community into climate 
action. Find out how your church can become part of the growing community of 
Climate Justice Congregations across many faiths, raising a collective voice and 
driving concrete projects for faithful action on climate justice.

The Gathering will also include the election of new officers, approval of the 2025 budget, and changes to the 
Standing Rules. Donations for Emma Norton Services will be collected.

Baby Season at Emma’s Place
We have four babies arriving to our family site in Maplewood. Some are coming with families moving in and some are 
due to be born as you read this.

We need to refill our supply of baby products to support these young families! We’re seeking donations of diapers, 
pull-ups, wipes, baby blankets, pacifiers, and formula. Please note that we need these supplies for newborn to 
18-month-old babies.

If you are able to help us meet these needs for our clients, please reach out to our Volunteer Coordinator, Mo 
Mayberry, to coordinate a donation appointment, at (612) 889-6887.
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upcoming events
KICKOFF SUNDAY 
(Formerly known as Rally Day)

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 8th for 
our fall kickoff event!

Over 20 small groups will be showcased in the fellowship 
hall for you to explore. Plus, we’ll have a range of 
activities in the family life center, including a bounce 
house, pickleball, and stick-on tattoos, making it a fun-
filled day for everyone.

Schedule of events:
9:00-10:00 Worship and Sunday School
10:00-10:30 Snacks, Bounce House, Pickleball, Small group booths
10:30-11:30 Worship and Sunday School
11:30-1:00 Bounce House, Pickleball, Lunch*, Small group booths, Stream of the Vikings Game.
*Lunch will include Hot Dogs, Chips, Water, and Popcorn.

Please join us on September 8th. Everyone is welcome, and feel free to dress in your favorite team’s attire! Don’t 
hesitate to contact The Well at info@thewellmn.church with any questions.
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RECONCILING GROUP
Join the Reconciling Group in the chapel every 
Wednesday from 6pm to 7pm, beginning 
September 11th. We will embark on a study titled 
“Theology, Identity & Me: An Affirming Study of 
Gender, Sex, and Human Sexuality.” This series 
offers a deep dive into Christian thought, natural 
sciences, and Church history, fostering a thoughtful 
and inclusive conversation around these important 
topics. All are welcome to engage and reflect in this 
supportive community.

WELCOME TO THE WELL INFO 
SESSION
If you’re considering membership, 
don’t miss our Welcome to the 

Well membership exploration event on Sunday, 
September 15, from 11:30am to 1pm. Enjoy a light 
lunch while learning more about what it means to be 
a part of The Well.

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
Join us on Sunday, September 22 during both 
services as we welcome our new members to The 
Well community. It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
meet and celebrate with those who have recently 
joined our family.

http://info@thewellmn.church


upcoming events
JOIN IN FELLOWSHIP ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AND LEND YOUR TALENTS! 
When: Starting Wednesday, September 11th @ 5:15 PM
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to have a great meal with great people. 
Keep an eye out for more details coming soon in The Well weekly emails.  
Please consider joining in this wonderful ministry to foster fellowship with our 
community and lend a hand for one, or a few nights!

Please contact Sherrie Holck, sholck@frontiernet.net with questions 
and if you would be able to help!

PRAYER SHAWLS
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry will be giving 
out prayer shawls on 
Sunday, September 
29th after the first 
and second service. 

Bless someone with 
the gift of comfort 
and warmth.
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Sunday, September 8th (Kickoff Sunday) 
during 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Worship Services
Kid’s of all ages and educators are invited to bring their 
backpacks to worship and receive a special blessing as they get 
ready to start a new school year. 

Can’t make it to worship that day, but want a blessing? No 
problem! Contact Pastor Chad at 
cgilbertson@thewellmn.church.

BIBLE SUNDAY
Sunday, September 8th (Kickoff Sunday) 
during 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Worship Services
Bible Sunday is a special day at The Well where we celebrate 
and distribute Bibles to our 3rd graders and anyone else who 
hasn’t yet received one from the church. It’s a joyous occasion 
where children and newcomers are given their own Bibles to help 
them grow in their faith and deepen their understanding of God’s 
Word. We look forward to seeing everyone there and sharing this 
gift!
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FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will meet on 
Tuesday, September 3rd 6:30 PM at The 
Well to discuss the book ‘A Borrowing of 
Bones’ by Paula Munier. 

ROSEMOUNT READERS
Rosemount Readers will meet on 
Monday, September 23rd at 5:30 PM at 
The Well to discuss the book ‘The Secret 
Book of Flora Lea’ by Patti Callahan 
Henry.

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

PIECEMAKERS 
The Piecemakers were happy to participate in a “Quilting 
Bee” at the Dakota County Fair on August 7. Members 
demonstrated hand quilting and hand tieing a quilt in the 
Home Activities Building and enjoyed lunch together at the 
4-H building lunch counter. We always enjoy this event and 
invite people we meet at the fair to our weekly meetings.
Our quilt closet is getting full of quilts in anticipation 
of the Fall Bazaar, but we still plan to finish more. New 
participants are always welcome for our Wednesday work 
days in the Fellowship Hall. No experience is necessary. 
Coffee and treats are served at 10:30. Contact DeeAnn 
Reihsen 651-398-4907 or deereihsen@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
Cardmaking small group meets on the 4th Monday 
of each month except in December.  Join us at 7 
PM for fellowship and creation of 3 greeting cards.  
Cost is $1 per card, and demonstrating is shared by 
members.  This month we will be 
celebrating 27 years as a group! 

For more information, contact Pat 
Roberts at 651-491-2988.

FAITH IN EDUCATION
Faith in Education meets the third Monday of each month 
at 1:00 PM. (Please note, this is a change from last year.) 

Our September meeting will be Monday, September 
16, in room D120. Group focus: This group shares a 
devotional time, fellowship, and service projects for God’s 
Discovery Kids Preschool. Contact Dawn Dibley, 
dibley.dawn@gmail.com.
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet
Sundays at 2:30 pm for a  
3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join in on 
fitness, fresh air and fellowship. We will not 
meet if it is raining or if the heat index is 
above 90°.

Meeting Locations:
September 1st: Shannon Park Elementary 
School, Rosemount
September 8th: No Run UMC and Well 
Walkers
September 15th: Thomas Lake Park, Eagan
September 22nd: East Lake Park, Lakeville
September 29th: Minnesota Zoo Tiger Lot, 
Apple Valley

For the latest information, “Like” the 
RunUMC Facebook Page. To get updates 
through email, contact Dawn Dibley at 
dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&
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kids, youth and family ministries

GDK NEWS 
Summer is quickly coming to an end and that can only mean one thing... 
time to get ready for our students!  
Camps are behind us and the teachers have been busy cleaning their 
rooms, hanging up birthday 
charts, setting up dramatic play 
areas, prepping lesson plans etc.  

It is always an exciting process watching the school come back to life in 
preparation of the arrival of the new school year!

The first week of September we will be holding our Meet and Greet 
sessions.  This is a special time for our students and their parents as they 
get to come to school and see their classrooms, make some new friends, 
explore the school, and receive important information from the teachers.  
We always find this time together gets our students even more excited for 
school and helps calm the first day jitters!

Our two first days of school will be Monday, September 9, and Tuesday, September 10.  We are asking all of you to 
PPP: Pause and Pray for the Preschool, at 9:30 AM on these days.  Please pray for a successful school year, safety 
for our staff and students, and that all of our littles continue to learn of God’s love for them!

YOUTH GROUP RETURNS
Youth Group is starting back up on Wednesday, September 11th, from 6:00-7:15 
PM! Join us for an evening of Faith, Fellowship, Food, and Fun - every week is a new 
adventure!

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old – elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!
Date: September 13th

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)
Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each  
additional child from the same family.  
(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the 
same family, etc.)

PNO sign up!

JOB OPENING: GDK PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
God’s Discovery Kids Preschool is seeking a dedicated Preschool Director to lead our 
preschool program with a focus on providing high-quality education and care for young 
children. To apply, email a resume to Lisa Gilbertson, gdklisa04@gmail.com.
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financial report
JULY FINANCIAL UPDATE
The July Financial Report will be included in next month’s newsletter. Thank you for your patience.
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Chad Gilbertson 
Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children's Ministries
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Interim Director of GDK 
Preschool, x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld
Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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