
Sometimes we’re afraid to ask God questions, but the truth is that 

questions can be holy guides leading us to truth and intimacy with God.

Our circumstances might be different, but the questions we ask when life 

is difficult are amazingly similar.

UNTANGLING FAITH

The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
in him my heart trusts.

-Psalm 28:7
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Pastor Chad Gilbertson

a letter from the pastor
In several places in the Gospels, we hear of Jesus taking time to be by himself.  He 
spent so much time traveling, teaching, preaching, and healing that he needed to 
occasionally rest.  

•	 Matthew 14:23 – And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray.

•	 Mark 6:46 – After saying farewell to them, he went up on the mountain to pray.
•	 John 6:15 – When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by 

force to make him King, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

Jesus needed this break, this ‘time away,’ in order to rest, recharge his Spirit, and 
re-connect with God.  We all need time like this.  It’s sometimes called Sabbath, 

based on the Biblical account of Creation where God created for six days and rested on the seventh.  This 
concept is so vital to our lives as God-followers that it is one of the 10 commandments:

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work.  But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work…For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  ---Exodus 20:8-11

I share this message, in part, because I want to share with you my practice when I take vacation time.  I 
understand my vacation (sabbath) time to be holy, and I guard it as a time of rest, reflection, and renewal.  
Thus, I will include these practices when I take vacation time:

•	 Because I value the need for you to continue to worship, I will arrange for “pulpit supply” to lead worship 
and preach when I am gone.  I will make every effort to invite and include ordained clergy (active or retired), 
but it may be necessary to use qualified lay speakers.

•	 Because you need to be ensured that a clergyperson is available should a pastoral emergency arise, I will 
arrange for a neighboring pastor to be “on-call” to cover for me in case of emergency.

•	 And because I have arranged for others to care for the day-to-day tasks of the church, I will refrain from 
checking my email, answering church-related phone calls, or returning church text messages while I am on 
vacation.  Church staff will be able to reach me, if needed, and they will be instructed on issues that I would 
need to know about immediately.

I don’t create these guidelines because I don’t care about the church or its people, as a matter of fact I follow 
them because I care deeply about the church, and I want to be able to take time for rest and renewal so that I 
can come back ready to lead and care for the church.  

Having said all of that, I will share that I will be on vacation August 5-11, 2024.  During that time, Rev. Eric 
Elkin (Advent UMC, Eagan) will be on call for emergencies, and Rev. Rory Swenson, retired UMC pastor, will be 
leading worship and preaching at both services on Sunday, August 11.

Thanks for your understanding and for honoring my time away.  When I return after August 11, feel free to ask 
me about “Adult Summer Camp,” our 2nd Annual ‘all-family’ vacation.   

Peace, Pastor Chad
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announcements
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
Janet Ewing, President

Holiday Bazaar
The annual Holiday Bazaar is on Saturday, November 17, 
from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Contribute by creating crafts, 
home décor, woodworking, sewing, or other handiwork. 
Help is needed Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Contact 
Janet Ewing at 952-431-7751 or janete9@charter.net. 
Independent vendors are welcome; contact Sandy Elliot 
at 651-210-3234 or skay1147@gmail.com.

Canning for the Bazaar
Canning sessions will occur in August and September, 
making items like pickled beets, peach preserves, crab 
apple butter, jalapeno jelly, and chili starter. Contact Janet 
for dates. Please return official canning jars and rings to 
keep expenses low. Donations of new Kerr or Ball jars 
(half-pints or wide-mouth pints) are also appreciated, to 
be left on the kitchen door shelf.

Leadership Opportunity
Consider stepping up to help lead the Bazaar as current 
leaders face health and aging issues. Contact Janet to 
volunteer.

Events and Projects
The Piecemakers will be at the Dakota County Fair from 10 AM to noon on Wednesday, August 7th. Stop by the 
Fine Arts Building to see their quilt projects in progress!

United Women in Faith
United Women in Faith supports the leadership development of women and girls worldwide. They assist in 
various sectors, including communities, agencies, governments, and churches.

Nationally, they support the Imayam Social Welfare Association in India, educating on child rights and 
preventing child marriage and abuse. In South Mozambique, they train women in poultry breeding for economic 
empowerment and food security.

Locally, the “Restoring Waters” project, replacing the Emma Norton Residence, will be the focus of the River 
Valley District United Women in Faith’s “Annual Gathering” on Saturday, September 14th at Owatonna UMC. 
This project offers holistic services to women and families facing domestic violence, chemical dependency, and 
mental health issues. For a ride, contact Janet.

Trustees’ Thanks
The Trustees thank the Piecemakers and United Women in Faith for funding a new refrigerator and an exhaust 
fan, using funds from the successful 2023 Holiday Bazaar. Your contributions can make the 2025 Holiday 
Bazaar successful too, providing funds for future projects.
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upcoming events

PRE-SERVICE HYMN SINGS 
Sundays in August @ 8:45 AM
Come early to join in!

LET US KNOW YOU ARE HERE!
We’re always happy when you worship with us, and we’d love to know that 
you are here, so please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card (in the 
Bulletin) on Sunday mornings, or fill it out online if you are worshipping virtually.

You might wonder, why do we even take attendance??
We like to know WHO is attending, because it helps as we plan and adjust the 
programs, services, community involvement, etc. that The Well provides.  All 
attendance information is kept confidential.

So, whether you are visiting, a regular attendee, a member, a “snow bird”, or 
anyone else...please fill out a Connection Card.  You can request information, a 
visit, a prayer, or just... Let Us Know You Are Here!!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Thursday, August 8th, 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Click here to sign up for a time slot
or just show up!

PASTOR NORM’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
You are invited...
Pastor Norman Lidke’s 90th Birthday Celebration

Saturday, August 24th, 1:00-3:00 PM, Open House
The Well, Fellowship Hall

Join us for coffee and cake as we celebrate 
“Pastor Norm”!

KICKOFF SUNDAY 
(Formerly known as Rally Day)

Kickoff Sunday will take place on Sunday, September 
8th, and The Well is seeking ways for your small group 
to participate. There are plans to have a bouncy house 
for the children and to stream the Vikings game for the 
football fans. 

If your small group has an idea, please contact David 
Christian and/or Sherrie Holck, and we will help to get 
your small group involved in our 2024 Fall Kickoff. This 
will be a great opportunity to invite new people to join 
your small group this fall.
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• August 6th-8th - Movin’ & Groovin’ GDK Summer Camp
• August 7th - Picnics in the Park: Chippendale Park, 5:30 pm
• August 8th - Red Cross Blood Drive, 1-7 pm
• August 14th - Picnics in the Park: Lion’s Park, 5:30 pm
• August 27th - CPR class for all youth workers, 12:30 pm

https://thewellmn.church/online-church/#
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=The Well
http://or just show up!


upcoming events
JOIN IN FELLOWSHIP ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AND LEND YOUR TALENTS! 
When: Starting Wednesday, September 11th @ 5:15 PM
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to have a great meal with great people. 
Keep an eye out for more details coming soon in The Well weekly emails.  
Please consider joining in this wonderful ministry to foster fellowship with our 
community and lend a hand for one, or a few nights!

Please contact Sherrie Holck, sholck@frontiernet.net with questions 
and if you would be able to help!

VERY SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS - SEND HAPPY GREETINGS
Lee Champ will be 91 on Saturday, August 3rd.
451 E. Travelers Trail, House #3
Burnsville, MN 55337

Helen McKenzie will be 92 on Monday, August 12th.
3667 143rd St. W
Rosemount, MN 55068

Roberta Hedge will be 90 on Wednesday, August 14th.
20150 Highview Ave #315
Lakeville, MN 55044

Norm Lidke will be 90 on Wednesday, August 28th.
14396 Embassy Way
Apple Valley, MN 55124
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Sunday, September 8th (Kickoff Sunday) 
during 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Worship Services

Kid’s of all ages and educators are invited to bring their 
backpacks to worship and receive a special blessing as 
they get ready to start a new school year. 

Can’t make it to worship that day, but want a blessing? 
No problem! Contact Pastor Chad at 
cgilbertson@thewellmn.church.

BIBLE SUNDAY
Sunday, September 8th (Kickoff Sunday) 
during 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Worship Services

Bible Sunday is a special day at The Well where we 
celebrate and distribute Bibles to our 3rd graders and 
anyone else who hasn’t yet received one from the church. 
It’s a joyous occasion where children and newcomers 
are given their own Bibles to help them grow in their faith 
and deepen their understanding of God’s Word. We look 
forward to seeing everyone there and sharing this gift!

mailto:sholck%40frontiernet.net?subject=
mailto:cgilbertson%40thewellmn.church?subject=


FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
The Fireside Book club will not meet in August. 
Questions? Email Sherrie Holck at sholck@
frontiernet.net.

ROSEMOUNT READERS
Rosemount Readers will meet on 
Monday, August 26th at 5:30 PM 
at The Well to discuss the book ‘The 
House in the Cerulean Sea’ by T.J. 
Klune.

connections
Weekly, once-a-month, and topical series groups are offered. Visit thewellmn.church/engage-groups for more information.

PIECEMAKERS 
The Piecemakers continue to 
meet in the Fellowship Hall 
every Wednesday, 9:00-noon. 
We entered a quilt in the 
Rosemount Art Blast Fiber 
Arts show (see picture). We 
will be holding a “quilting 
bee” at the Dakota County 
Fair on August 7th, 10:00-
noon. All are welcome! 
Contact: DeeAnn Reihsen at 
deereihsen@gmail.com.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
Cardmaking small group meets on the 4th Monday 
of each month except in December.  Join us at 7 
PM for fellowship and creation of 3 greeting cards.  
Cost is $1 per card, and demonstrating is shared by 
members.  This month we will be celebrating 27 
years as a group! For more information, contact Pat 
Roberts at 651-491-2988.
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RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet
Sundays at 2:30 pm for a  
3-mile run/30 minute walk. Join in on 
fitness, fresh air and fellowship. We will not 
meet if it is raining or if the heat index is 
above 90°.

Meeting Locations:
August 4th: Diamond Path Elementary 
School, Apple Valley
August 11th: Central Park, Rosemount
August 18th: Schwarz Pond Park, 
Rosemount
August 25th: Innisfree Park, Rosemount

For the latest information, “Like” the 
RunUMC Facebook Page. To get updates 
through email, contact Dawn Dibley at 
dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&
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kids, youth and family ministries
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) (open to 3 years old – elementary)
PNO is returning on Friday evenings, once a month!
Date: September 13th

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM (pack the kids a dinner!)
Cost: $20 for one child, plus $15 for each  
additional child from the same family.  
(Example: $35 for 2 children $50 for 3, $65 for 4 children from the 
same family, etc.)

PNO sign up!

tap/click to 
sign up!

KICKOFF SUNDAY AND KIDS CHURCH
On Sunday, September 8th, bring your child to 
The Well for our Kickoff Sunday!

Activities include:
•	 Lunch
•	 Leader Meet and Greet
•	 Bouncy House
•	 Face Painting
•	 Games and Prizes

Kids will be dismissed during worship for their 
first Fall Kid’s Church session at both services 
(9:00 and 10:30).

*We are looking for helpers in our Sunday 
School Program.

If you’re interested, even for just one service, 
please contact Tina Wollmuth, TWollmuth@
thewellmn.church or Martha Leander, mleander@
thewellmn.church.

YOUTH GROUP RETURNS
Youth Group is starting back up on Wednesday, 
September 11th, from 6:00-7:15 PM! Join us for 
an evening of Faith, Fellowship, Food, and Fun - 
every week is a new adventure!
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kids, youth and family ministries

GDK NEWS 
You may have heard a lot of laughter and commotion coming from 
the school hallway this summer as camps have been in full swing! 
We have held seven camps already this summer with one more to go 
in August.  The children 
have had a blast with lots 
of hands-on learning fun! 

Parents have been so appreciative to have the opportunity to send 
their kids our way, knowing they were learning in such a loving 
environment!  Children have been able to experience kindergarten 
readiness, exciting experiments in STEAM camp, taken imaginary 
trips into the world’s jungles and rainforests, found out they could 
grow up to be a Children’s Author like Eric Carle, Robert Munsch, 
and Mo Willems, and also became great artists! All of this as they 
continue to learn all about God’s love in the world around us and 
the numerous gifts he gives us.
With August upon us, the staff at GDK will be returning to their classrooms getting things all ready for our 21st 

year as a school!  How blessed we are to say that. We will hold our Back to School Workshop for our teachers 
at the end of the month and students will meet all of us right after Labor Day. 
Each May our hearts break just a little as we have to say goodbye to our students, but we always hold on 
knowing we will fall in love all over again with a new class in the fall!    

AUGUST LOCATIONS
August 7: Chippendale Park
August 14: Lion’s Park

We will be taking a few weeks off of meals 
together after August 14th.  

We can’t wait to see you again at our first 
Wednesday night dinner on September 11th!

JOB OPENING: GDK PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
God’s Discovery Kids Preschool is seeking a dedicated Preschool 
Director to lead our preschool program with a focus on providing high-
quality education and care for young children.  The ideal candidate will 
be responsible for overseeing the daily operations of the preschool, 
ensuring a safe and nurturing environment, and implementing educational 
programs that promote the holistic development of each child. To apply, 
email a resume and cover letter to Lisa Gilbertson, gdklisa04@gmail.com.

Issue #8August 2024

Page 8Monthly Newsletter of The Well

https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://thewellmn.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/GDK-Preschool-Director-job-description-2024.pdf?subject=
mailto:gdklisa04%40gmail.com?subject=


financial report

JUNE FINANCIAL UPDATE
*YTD includes 30 Days to Thrive Campaign Income
**June includes Plenum Replacement - YTD includes Mortgage Principal Paydown
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In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Chad Gilbertson 
Pastor, x214
CGilbertson@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Director of Children's Ministries
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

Lisa Gilbertson 
Interim Director of GDK 
Preschool, x217
gdklisa04@gmail.com

Dave Kitchel
Sunday Worship Coordinator
dave.kitchel@gmail.com

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld
Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

staff

Address: 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068
Office Phone: 651-423-2475 
offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 952-356-4616

contact information

continuing your support 

worship

stay connected
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