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As the new year unfolds, The Well is abuzz with anticipation for a host of 
exciting events and beloved programs making their return. January brings 
a wave of events, particularly on January 10th, when our Wednesday Kid's 
Church, Youth Group, Adult programs, and Wednesday Night Dinners 
recommence. Families can look forward to engaging activities and 
fostering a sense of community and connection in the new year. 

Additionally, on January 7th, Sunday School resumes its sessions at 
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM, offering our Well kids an opportunity for spiritual 
growth during our regular Sunday morning services. 

The Well welcomes the new year with open arms, embracing a season 
of renewed connections and enriched spiritual experiences for all who 
gather in this warm and welcoming community.

A YEAR OF RENEWED CONNECTIONS

I (the apostle Paul) therefore, … beg you 
to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love,  making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  -Ephesians 4:1-3 
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all felt important at the time. At the 
Well we have a long history of serving 
our community, nurturing families, 
and strengthening faith. Today 
discussions about rainbows, flags 
and signs create strong emotions for 
many of us.  

We will formally address this issue 
in January.  Our Church leaders 
are working on the details and the 
schedule. We need to have important 
and respectful conversations 
about how we live and express our 
affirming ministry. 

In the meantime, we need to 
remember that being united does 
not mean we will have uniformity.  
There will always be differences of 
opinion and no one decision will 
satisfy everyone. But if we respect 
one another and keep everything in 
perspective I am sure we can find a 
solution.  Remember we are united 
by a common faith in a forgiving and 
omnipotent Lord. We all have the 
same need to worship, study, pray, 
sing and celebrate the sacraments 
together. What unites us is so much 
greater than what divides us.  

along.  It was a genuine blessing. 
There was joy in every aspect of our 
life together.  Singing, praying and 
serving as a united body of Christ 
lifted my spirits and helped me 
better understand what it means to 
be a part of the body of Christ. 

Unfortunately, that has not been my 
experience as a pastor. Churches 
frequently argue among themselves 
and sometimes divide over frivolous 
issues. “Should we have one 
service or two?” “Should the pastor 
wear robes or a suit on Sunday 
mornings?” “What should the 
pastor’s office hours be?” 

But my most inane church 
controversy happened during 
my internship.  We had to call a 
special meeting to vote on whether 
the Church secretary could buy a 
computer.  It represented too much 
change to many long-time Church 
members.  They felt the introduction 
of this new technology would 
somehow make the Church less 
caring and personal.  

I laugh when I think about it now, 
because none of these issues were 
worth losing sleep over, much less 
dividing a congregation. But they 

Friends in Christ,

There is a tension in the 
scriptures between who God 
calls us to be and who we 
actually are.  Christian unity 
is a good example of this.  
Psalm 133 tells us: “How 
good and pleasant it is when 
God’s people live together 
in unity!”  I am blessed 
to say when I studied in 
Jerusalem in college, I have 
had the privilege of living in a 
community of believers where 
for the most part we all got 

By Interim Pastor Ed Dubose
A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR



JANUARY EVENTS

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation will take place on 
January 14th at 11:45 AM in 
the Attic.  This is a significant 
moment in the faith journey 
of our young members, and 
we invite you to join us in 
supporting and celebrating their 

commitment to their Christian walk.  Your presence and 
encouragement will mean the world to these individuals 
as they take this important step in their faith, and will 
strengthen the bonds that make our church a loving and 
supportive community.

BLOOD DRIVE AT THE WELL 
The Well will be hosting a blood drive on January 11th 
in Fellowship Hall from 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  Your 
generosity can make a significant impact on someone’s 
life, and we encourage you to participate in this 
community venture to give the gift of life and make 
a positive difference. Sign up here and use the code 
"The Well" to schedule your donation time.  We look 
forward to seeing you there, as we extend our love and 
compassion beyond the walls of our church.

VERY SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS
On Saturday, January 6, Beverly 
Solinger will be 93.

14567 Florissant Path #207
Apple Valley, MN 55124

----------------------------------------------------------

On Monday, January 29, Jane 
LIndemuth will be 94.

14195 Akron Ave.
Rosemount, MN 55068
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PRAYER MEETING

GET INVOLVED
FIRESIDE BOOK CLUB
Come and join us to discuss 'A 
Gentleman in Moscow' by Amor Towles in 
room D120 on Tuesday, January 2rd, at 
6:30 PM. ALL are welcome! Questions? 
Email Sherrie Holck at sholck@
frontiernet.net.

CARDMAKING SMALL GROUP
We are meeting on the 3rd 
Monday, January 15th, this month, 
Not on the 22nd. Please contact 
Pat Roberts 651-491-2988 with 
any questions.

PIECEMAKERS QUILTING GROUP

A new year has begun for the Piecemakers. 2023 
was a big success! We welcomed new members, 
enjoyed great fellowship and accomplished a lot. 
We continue to meet every Wednesday at 9:00 am 
in the Fellowship Hall. We celebrate birthdays, have 
treats, quilt and enjoy fellowship. No special skills are 
required. The Piecemakers meet every Wednesday at 
9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall to make quilts, enjoy 
fellowship and food, engage in prayer and support. 
No quilting experience needed! Coffee, treats, and 
fellowship at 10:30 AM. Contact DeeAnn Reihsen at 
deereihsen@gmail.com.

PRAYER SHAWL
This group knits or crochets prayer 
shawls to give to those needing 
an extra loving touch.  Meets 
Thursday, January 4th at 7:00 
PM.  Contact Bonnie Student for 
at studentfamily@netscape.net for 
more information.

START THE NEW YEAR WITH US!
RUN UMC and Well Walkers meet Sundays at 2:30 PM 
for a 3-mile run/30 minute walk. We won’t meet if it’s 
raining, the windchill is below 20°or the surfaces are 
unsafe. Contact Dawn Dibley at dibley.dawn@gmail.
com.

Jan. 7th: Minnesota Zoo Tiger Lot, Apple Valley
Jan. 14th: Central Park, Rosemount
Jan. 21st: Diamond Path Elementary, Apple Valley
Jan. 28th: East Lake Community Park, Lakeville
To get updates through email, contact Dawn Dibley at 
dibley.dawn@gmail.com.

Well Walkers
&

FAITH IN EDUCATION  
Meeting the last Monday of each month at 1:00 PM, 
this adult small group is for anyone who worked in 
education: teachers, paraprofessionals, therapists, bus 
drivers, admin, food service, etc.  Our January meeting 
will be Monday, January 29th, in room D120.  Group 
focus: This group shares a devotional time, fellowship, 
and service projects for God's Discovery Kids 
Preschool.  Contact Dawn Dibley, dibley.dawn@gmail.
com.

CHANCEL CHOIR & HANDBELL CHOIR
Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals on January 10th  

from 7pm to 8:30pm, and Handbell Choir will resume 
rehearsals on January 4th from 7pm to 8pm.
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KIDS & FAMILY MINISTRIES

GOOGLY EYES
SAVE THE DATE! The Event - January 20, 2024, 1:00-
7:00 PM, Messiah Church, Plymouth

Youth grades 6-12 and leaders are invited to join us for 
The Event! The day will include a couple great talks by 
Catie Levenick that encourage us to always be “on the 
lookout” for all the opportunities God puts before us to 
love and serve others. You will have some time for church 
group discussion, a real-life game of Clue offered by Tony 
Ducklow of Youth Ministry Land, a service project, and 
music! Pizza dinner provided to wrap up our time together. 

Get your registration form and $10 to Dawn Dibley by 
Wednesday, January 10th. 

YOUTH/CHILDREN’S TASK FORCE
Meeting Sunday, January 14th from 11:30-12:30 PM 
(after 2nd service) in the chapel.  Nursery care will be 
provided and a "light" snack.  Goals & future youth/
children’s events discussed.  Contact Dawn Dibley or 
Sherrie Holck if you would like to join us or if you have 
questions.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT (PNO) 
Good News: Parents’ Night Out is a huge success! 	
Bad News: We have to cap registration to make sure we 
provide care and fun for all that come.  The next Parents 
Night Out is Friday, January 12th.  Register early to make 
sure we have room for your children!

PNO sign up!

tap/click to 
sign up!

STORM 2024 
Save the date for STORM 2024! We’ll be back serving 
in Prior Lake July 14-18! Youth in grades 7-12 and 
adult leaders are invited to join us for a wonderful 
few days Serving Jesus by Serving Others! Dawn is 
planning to go if there are youths interested (Other 
adults are also welcome).  See Dawn Dibley for 
registration forms.
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YOUTH GROUP
Youth in Grades 6-12 are invited to join us in The Attic 
each Wednesday from 6:00-7:15 to meet with friends, 
learn, pray, eat snacks, and play games. Thanks to 
Logan Zvolena, Heather Webb, Jen Sell, Laurie Kinney, 
and Dawn Dibley for providing leadership for this 
program.

http://thewellmn.church/parents-night-out/
https://thewellmn.church/parents-night-out/
http://thewellmn.church/parents-night-out/


KIDS & FAMILY MINISTRIES
LONDON BRIDGE DISCOVERY ZONE
Age – 2 years
London Bridge is a morning of exploration geared toward the 
2-year-old child. Join us for this nursery rhyme-filled curriculum in 
a loving environment filled with music, art, literature, socialization 
and movement. This program promises to be a wonderful bridging 
experience for preschool in the future.

We meet on Friday mornings 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM in Room 
E139, September 2024 through May 2025. Cost is $75 per 
month, plus a one-time $40 registration fee. Children must be 
2 years old by Oct. 31, 2023, and enrollment is limited to 18 
children.

Registration for the 2024-2025 school year begins on Jan. 3rd: Sign up online at https://thewellmn.church/
london-bridge/  Scroll to the bottom and click the Register 2024-25 button.  Enrollment is limited to 18 
children. 

If you’d like to know about openings for the remainder of the 2023-24 school year, click the 2023-24 Waitlist 
button.  

Questions? Contact Gina Penn at tapper29@yahoo.com.
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GDK NEWS 
GDK Staff and Students will return on January 3rd and are looking 
forward to a month of Frosty Fun as they learn about animals that 
love the cold and snow, ice fishing and all of the fun activities that 
can be done outside in the winter.  

GDK's Registration for current and former families, families that attend The Well and London Bridge families 
will open on January 3rd.  Public registration opens on January 18th.  We are excited to begin to plan for the 
2024-2025 school year.

https://thewellmn.church/london-bridge/ 
https://thewellmn.church/london-bridge/ 
mailto:tapper29%40yahoo.com?subject=


CELEBRATING 156 YEARS OF WORSHIP TOGETHER
RUMC During the Golden Age of Community Outreach to the 
World 1980-2010 (Part 2)

Some of RUMC's missions during the 'Golden Age'
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African students (who would 
otherwise be unable to attend 
school) to get an education. OC 
has shipped nearly 100 containers 
of school and medical supplies 
to these two countries during the 
war years and the Ebola crisis. 
OC has sponsored Volunteer in 
Mission Teams that have provided 
the opportunity for hundreds 
of Americans to have “hands-
on” experience in mission. A 
mission team from RUMC went 
to Sierra Leone (see December 
2023 newsletter) in 1990. RUMC 
gathered school supplies every 
year and shipped them to OC 
facilities. RUMC sent mission work 
teams to Jamaica and Haiti when 
a civil war was ongoing in Sierra 
Leone in the early 1990s – making 
mission work team trips unsafe. 
RUMC funded supplies for mission 
work teams. In July 2010, $11,000 
was sent for the Ebenezer Basic 
School building project in Jamaica. 

Dakota county’s population 
grew from 1980 to 2010. 
RUMC’s facility also grew with 
two additions to the building. As 
RUMC’s membership grew (615 
members in 1980, 753 members 
in 1990, and 948 members 
in 2001), RUMC’s outreach 
programs also grew. The following 
programs are just some that 
began during that golden age. 

Operation Classroom: 
1990 - Present

Operation Classroom (OC) is a 
non-profit organization that was 
started by Pastor Kathy Horn 
and Pastor Lyndy Zabel of RUMC. 
OC partners with the United 
Methodist Church in Liberia 
and Sierra Leone (Africa) to 
empower the people to rise out 
of poverty through education. 
OC has provided thousands of 
scholarships that have allowed 

By Wes Hasbrouck, Historian & Carl Rock Researcher/Editor

RUMC supported the OC program 
by collecting and inventorying 
books. The books were boxed and 
driven to Indiana. The boxes were 
placed in a shipping container and 
shipped to OC schools in Sierra 
Leone and Liberia. RUMC hosted 
fundraisers for OC including 
an Operation Classroom Golf 
Tournament. During the last 35 
years, OC has been in 7 countries, 
completing over 50 projects (e.g., 
a maternity clinic, digging wells for 
local communities, and helping 
to build local churches). OC has 
raised over $2 million from various 
sources including RUMC.

RUMC sponsored several 
additional outreach programs from 
1980 to 2010. Some of these 
programs are shown in the figure 
below. There are many more that 
are not included. 



T

Country Garden Nursery School: 
Started in 1980 

The Country Garden Nursery 
School was an independent 
organization that rented several 
RUMC classrooms during the 
week. The school offered a 
balanced program of learning 
experiences and activities in 
a Christian atmosphere with 
experienced and certified Early 
Childhood Education teachers. 
Several of the teachers were 
RUMC members. The school 
served the community in the 
area and gave the parents an 
awareness of RUMC. The school 
had morning and afternoon 
classes for 3 - 5-year-olds on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays and later 
added Friday mornings for 3-year-
olds. Each class had a maximum 
enrollment of 20 students with 
two teachers. The school was 
full most of the time. The school 
operated from September through 
May. The cost was $28 per month 
per student.

Crossroads UMC (1995)

Pastor Paul Marzahn (who was 
an associate pastor for 5 years 
at RUMC) was assigned by the 
Bishop to establish a new United 
Methodist Church in Lakeville 
in 1995. A few RUMC members 
joined him, and they began 
meeting at the Apple Valley Movie 

Theater. When RUMC was raising 
money for our 3rd addition to the 
building (i.e. the Family Life Center 
and Administrative wing), a mission 
tithe was included. Part of this 
mission tithe provided $30,000 
to help buy land in Lakeville for 
Crossroads UMC.

La Puerta Abierta UMC - This 
church is a predominantly Spanish 
speaking congregation located in 
St. Paul. The church celebrates the 
love of Jesus Christ by accepting 
everyone, providing a place of 
belonging and worship, learning 
from God’s Word, and connecting 
cultures through fellowship. RUMC
donated school supplies each year 
and paid the monthly bill for the 
church copier. RUMC also obtained 
lists of the children and bought 
Christmas presents for them. RUMC 
through our Building Fund Missions 
Tithe donated $25,000 to help fund 
the churches’ remodeling project.

Missionary: Greg Strock in the 
Czech Republic (2006 – Present)

Greg Strock has been serving the 
Czech Republic with Josiah Venture 
(JV) since 2006. Greg has held 
several roles such as teaching in 
JV’s internship program for youth 
group leaders and serving as high 
school and junior high school 
youth pastor in several local Czech 
churches. Greg is currently the 
regional leader for the central Czech 

Republic. He leads a team of 
missionaries providing mentoring 
and coaching for young leaders 
and connecting local Czech 
churches with the resources of 
Josian Venture. Greg and Kori 
Strock hosted a Ukrainian refugee 
family of five in the summer of 
2022 during the Russian-Ukrainian 
War. RUMC provided missionary 
support for Greg’s and later Kori’s 
work.

Missionary: Ruth Wiertzema, Red 
Bird Mission in Appalachia - Red 
Bird Mission, Inc. and Red Bird 
Clinic Inc. provided ministries in 
the Appalachian Mountains region 
(since 1921). Chronic poverty, lack 
of jobs, poor housing are obstacles 
to a fuller life for residents. The 
two Red Bird programs met the 
needs of the residents by providing 
education, health and wellness, 
community outreach, economic 
opportunity, and community 
housing improvement. RUMC sent 
work teams during the summer to 
work at the Mission and provided 
financial support.

Robert B. Lewis Battered 
Women’s Shelter

RUMC financially supported and 
provided work teams for the 
Community Action Council (now 
360 Communities) Robert B. Lewis 
House shelter. The shelter provides 
emergency housing and assistance 
to individuals and families 
escaping domestic or sexual 
violence. At the Lewis House, 
trained advocates offer emotional 
support, safety planning, referrals 
to community resources, and help 
in navigating the court system.

[Ref: The Well, a United Methodist 
Church History by W. Hasbrouck & 
C. Rock]

A Country Garden Nursery School classroom at RUMC.  
Linda Green, Director sitting in center.
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NOVEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who has returned an estimate of giving 
card.  Our total so far foe 2024 is $458,749. Thank you to ev-
eryone for your generosity. If you haven't responded yet, please 
let us know how you help.  Our goal is to reach $618,000.  I am 
confident we can reach that goal. The Well is blessed by your 
presence and your prayers. 
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STAY CONNECTED

NOW HIRING!
Join the team - visit 

thewellmn.church/now-hiring
to view all open positions.

In-person and Virtual Worship: Sundays at 9:00 AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary
	 Website → thewellmn.church/watch 
	 Facebook → https://www.facebook.com/wellrosemountmn
	 YouTube → https://www.youtube.com/TheWellRosemountMN 

Podcasts: Listen & subscribe → www.thewellmn.church/podcasts

Newsletters: Access via weekly emails or on the church website at thewellmn.church/the-well-newsletter

Keep up with your financial gifts and contributions:
•	 EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) – this can be set up for year-round giving or a limited time. Decide when to 

make your contributions, how much and where it is to be directed. (Tithes & Offerings, Apportionments, etc) 
•	 Online Giving – www.thewellmn.church/giving 
•	 Bill Pay – set up through your bank
•	 Text Giving – Enter the Text Giving number (651-362-1559), enter the amount to donate, press send.
•	 QR Code – scan this QR code to access the giving site.
•	 Mail – Mail your contributions to the church. Mail is delivered securely to our PO Box 			 

and picked up every day.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Nancy Duren by emailing
nduren@thewellmn.church or calling 651-423-2475. We are happy to help!

Ed DuBose 
Interim Pastor, x214
edubose@thewellmn.church

Joshua Smith
Worship Leader, x235
jsmith@thewellmn.church

Open position
Director of Children's 
Ministries

Tina Wollmouth
Kids Church Coordinator
twollmouth@thewellmn.church

Jacinda Miller  
Director of GDK Preschool, 
x217
jmiller@thewellmn.church

Dave Kitchel
Sunday Worship Coordinator
dave.kitchel@gmail.com

Nancy Duren
Administrative Coordinator 
x201
nduren@thewellmn.church

Shellie Larsen 
Bookkeeper, x261
MLarsen@thewellmn.church

Emma Jirele
Director of Communications
ejirele@thewellmn.church

Emily Feld
Choir Director
efeld@thewellmn.church

Martha Leander
Organist
mleander@thewellmn.church

Brian Meredyk
Virtual Worship Team
bmeredyk@thewellmn.church

staff 

The Well, 14770 Canada Ave W., PO Box 22, Rosemount, MN 55068 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Emergency Pastoral Number: 651-503-4279
Assistance with the building and facilities: 651-423-2475
651-423-2475 | offices@thewellmn.church | www.thewellmn.church

contact information

continuing your support 

worship
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