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"Fish are Nothing..."

“And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching
men.’ And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and
followed him.”  Luke 5:10b-11

Kori and I have been watching the TV series “The Chosen”. The other night we watched
the episode based on this passage. Peter had spent the whole night fishing and not
caught a thing. The show portrayed Peter as desperate to catch enough fish to pay off his
debts or he will lose everything. Jesus shows up and miraculously provides what Peter
needs to free him to follow Jesus. He then says to Peter, “Fish are nothing. From now on
you will catch people.”

Jesus often did that. He used a physical miracle to catch people’s attention and then
addressed the real issue: sin and people’s reconciliation to God. When the paralytic was
lowered through the roof to be healed (Luke 5:17-26) the first thing Jesus said to him was
“Man, your sins are forgiven you.” Then he healed him to show his authority to forgive
sins.

Right now I’m sitting in the house we bought one year ago. I could tell you so many
stories of God’s miraculous provision that enabled us to own this house. God used this
house to catch my attention and build my faith. But even things like this house are small
potatoes compared to Jesus' great commission of making disciples (Matthew 28:18-20).
What a privilege to be a part of building up the Czech church to fulfill her God-given
mandate to fish for people.

Equipping Fishers of People

This fall Josiah Venture put together a training event for young leaders across all 14
countries that we work in. We gathered in 79 small groups all across Central and Eastern
Europe to listen to inspiring stories and discuss how to restart youth ministry post-COVID
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(although we might be jumping the gun on using that term!). My teammate Justin and I
hosted two of them in each of our cities. These are all volunteer youth workers often
leading the only youth group in their cities. Just being together can be a huge
encouragement to these leaders.

Honza's Fishing Pond

Earlier this year I started hearing about a young guy in his early 20s leading a network of
3 youth groups in the southern part of my region. I heard he was passionate about
building up and encouraging other young leaders in his region (which is exactly what I
love doing!). My teammate Mark and I were invited to speak at Honza's youth group a
couple weeks ago. The youth group was about 8 guys; the only girl was Honza's fiancé. All
of them wanted to talk about Jesus. One boy told us about being the only believer in his
boarding school of 300. He wanted to know how to share Christ with the students in his
dorm. After leaving our hearts were on fire dreaming about what God can do with a small
group of guys on fire for Jesus!

Our Fishing Pond: Meeting Our Neighbors
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This fall we've had a ton of fun getting to know our neighbors. We were surprised at how
quickly they warmed up to us. After only being in our house for a total of five months
we've already visited 2 of our neighbors and hosted a neighborhood grill party. Above on
the left the girls dressed up as princesses as we trick-or-treated around the neighborhood
(our next-door neighbor's idea!). We've already had a couple of chances to talk about
Jesus. Pray that God would continue to provide opportunities for us to share the Gospel.

We've got a couple of tree climbers in our family!

A New Pond: Starting Škola

September 1st was a big day in our house. Madeleine started preschool, in a class with
Sophia, who is a kindergartner in the last year of preschool. Elizabeth started škola,
("school"), which is a big deal around here. There are 19 students in her class, and they
will be together for the next 9 years. We are praying over these kids now, that hearts will
be softened to believe. This school and Elizabeth's teacher are so much better than
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be softened to believe. This school and Elizabeth's teacher are so much better than
anything we knew was even possible here. What a provision. 

The start has been rough, to say the least. I would like to say that a life of transition has
made our kids more flexible. This may be true in the long run but at this point our kids are
the opposite of flexible! But seeing God carry each of our girls has built our faith, and
theirs. 

What We've Been Reading:
Greg:
The Strange Death of Europe: Imigration,
Identity, Islam by Douglas Murray: Not
that I agree with everything, but it helps
to take a second look at the issue.
CrossTalk: Where Life And Scripture
Meet by Michael R. Emlet: Great
discussion on how to use scripture when
counseling someone.
The Psychology Of Money by Morgan
Housel: Very interesting read on how we
think about money and investing. It's not
just about the numbers.

Kori:
Gist: The Essence of Raising Life-Ready
Kids, by Anderson and Johnson. Life is
hard. Get your kids ready for it. A unique
and valuable perspective.
The Space Trilogy, by CS Lewis. Deeply
imaginative, these books open new
realms of understanding life and spiritual
realities.
The Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgson
Burnett. I am as captivated as my girls by
this surly young orphan slowly blooming
in an unlikely place.

A gathering of volunteer youth pastors in our living room. Can you find the youngest
participant? Ondra (Furthest on the right) and I have been leading this group for the
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past two years, encouraging, mentoring and training them.

Things to pray for:
School: Pray that our girls would see the spiritual reality of Christ with them all day
long. Pray that they learn Czech and make the right friends.
Language: Kori is taking this year to make a concentrated assault on the Czech
language. Pray for a huge leap... and for the kids to stay healthy and in school so
she has time to study. 
More Workers: My team of 3 has responsibility for a third of the Czech Republic.
Pray for us to find more team members who can mentor and coach young leaders
with us.
Sharing Christ in our neighborhood and school: Praise God for major inroads in both
these places. Pray that we would be brave and tactful as we listen to the Spirit's
leading in sharing the love of Christ.
Covid: We are at the beginnings of what is apparently a major wave of COVID. We
anticipate a lockdown anytime. Pray for flexibility to pivot and follow the Spirit in
every situation.

We are so grateful for how much God has provided for us through you in prayers and
finances. May God bless you with a thankful heart as you gather with loved ones over the
coming holidays.

In Christ,
Greg and Kori Strock

Support By Giving
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