
 
 
Deconstructing the Bible: Parables  
The Rich Fool | Luke 12:13-21 
 
 
 
 
Intro: How We Read the Bible 
 

1. Author and Audience: How does knowing the author and the original audience for a 
book of the Bible impact how we read passages of Scripture? What is helpful about 
this? What is potentially limiting about this approach? 
 

2. Context with the Text: Why might it be important to look before and after a specific 
passage to help ascertain meaning?  
 

3. Larger Story of God: How does the larger story of what we believe God is trying to say 
through the Scriptures impact how we read a specific passage? Is this an appropriate 
lens through which to engage a passage?  
 

4. Plain Reading: How can a straight-forward (sometimes people have called this a 
literal) reading of a passage be helpful? How could this approach be limiting? 
 

5. How do we decide which approach to reading Scripture is best? Or do we take into 
consideration each of these (and possibly more) approaches? 

 
 
Content: Diving into the Parable of The Rich Fool 
 

6. Why does Jesus seem to ignore or ‘blow-off’ the question about inheritance? Why is it 
potentially triggering to him (because he seems to have a strong response)? 

 
7. How can possessions and wealth become a detriment to our relationship with God? 

 
8. Sometimes wealth or power or privilege are things that we can’t avoid. How can we keep 

these things from becoming unhealthy in our lives? How can we keep them from interfering 
with our relationship with God? 
 

9. What does it mean to have a ‘rich relationship with God’?  
 

10. Jesus, in Luke 11, seems to criticize the Pharisees and the religious leaders for a binary 
type of faith (in/out, right/wrong) that was very individually focused. How can we 
keep from seeing Jesus’ teaching on wealth in the same way? Should we? When 
might we need to take a more binary approach? 
 

11. What questions rise to the surface as you read this parable?  



 
  


