
 
 
Deconstructing the Bible: Parables  
The Good Samaritan | Luke 10:30-37 
 
 
 
 
Intro: Jesus asks questions and tells stories 
 

1. Leading up to the parable of The Good Samaritan, Jesus is asked a question, but 
responds by asking a question himself. Why might this be significant? 
 

2. The question Jesus asks the lawyer (or scribe) is “How do you read it (the law)? It seems 
that Jesus expects him to have an opinion. How does this impact our own spiritual 
formation? 
 

3. Jesus then tells a story, instead of directly answering the man’s question about who his 
neighbor is. Why might this be interesting or important? 
 

4. When people ask us questions, we often like to provide an answer. Why might it be 
important for us to answer with a question? Why are questions potentially more helpful 
than specific answers? 

 
 
Content: Diving into the parable of The Good Samaritan 
 

5. A priest and a Levite are examples of people with busy lives and important jobs who 
did not help the injured man. What keeps us from helping those around us? When are 
we least likely to help others? 

 
6. Through social media or the news, we can see hurting people all around us and all 

around our world. How do we discern when it is appropriate to help? 
 

7. Who are the people in our world or in our society who are in the ditch and in need of help? 
 

8. The Samaritan man didn’t require anything from the injured man. He didn’t try to 
convert him or require him to come to church. How can we learn from this type of 
generosity and kindness? 
 

9. Jesus doesn’t answer the question, Who is my neighbor? Instead, Jesus asks, Who was 
a neighbor to the man in the ditch? Why is this an important distinction? 
 

10. What else can we learn from this parable? What questions does this parable have us asking? 


