
 
 
Deconstructing the Bible: Parables  
The Two Sons | Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 
 
 
Intro: Political Theology 
 

1. Faith informs Politics: How do you see faith informing politics in our society? While 
remaining non-partisan and kind-hearted: How can this be a good thing? How can 
this potentially be a harmful thing? 
 

2. Politics informs Faith: How does the way we engage politically impact our faith? How 
has the way we have created our culture/ society impacted our theology? 
 

3. Theology is Political: Do you agree with this phrase: theology is political? Why or why 
not? Is it possible to be politically minded without being divisive? How do we best 
achieve this? 
 

4. Politics is Theological: Do you agree with this phrase: politics is theological? Why or why 
not? If our political beliefs shape our identity and our view of the world, how do we 
keep God’s Kingdom vision primary in our lives? 

 
 
Content: Diving into the parable of The Two Sons 
 

5. The primary audience for this parable is the religious and political leadership in 
Jerusalem. How does that impact how we understand this parable?  

 
6. The ‘tax collectors and prostitutes’ are synonymous with the son who eventually went 

to work in his father’s field. Why would it be so challenging for the religious leadership 
to see this group being invited into God’s Kingdom?  
 

7. The ministry of John the Baptist is a tipping point for this parable. Why is the work of John 
the Baptist so important? What was he doing that was so impactful? 
 

8. The commentator Hultgren points out that the second son was ‘all talk and no 
obedience’. What areas of our life are we ‘all talk’ and little action?  
 

9. The Pharisees and religious leaders had a hard time seeing and appreciating 
something new happening. Why are new things or new ways of experiencing faith so 
challenging to those of us who are part of the established order or status quo? 
 

10. What else can we learn from this parable? What questions does this parable have us asking? 


